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Brixton on 11 April

Brixton was engulfed in a

Further reports pages 2, 3, 4.

fireball of anger last Satur-
day.The explosion was spark-
ed off by the provocative
police intervention.

Youth in Brixton
have been subjected
to a state of siege for
several years.
Hardened racialist
elements within the
police ranks have
singled out blacks
for harassment and
repression.

‘“The police started
it.”” ““They asked for it.”’
They wanted. it and now
it’s happened.’’ ‘‘The
police are always onto
the blacks.”’

““This is terrible. But
it’s surprising that it
hasn’t happened
before!”’

These were the com-

By Bob Lee

(PNP, Black Socialist
youth movement)

ments of working people
in the area on Saturday
night, black and white,
young and old alike.

This was not a race
riot. It was angry and
frustrated youth kicking
back at police repres-
sion, at intolerable dead-
end conditions, and at
the dire effects of Tory
policies.

The lesson for the
labour movement is that

the same thing could
happen in Liverpool,
Manchester, Glasgow,
and every other big city
hit by the same problems
of mass unemployment
and mass poverty created
by the decline of British
capitalism unless Labour
provides a fighting,
socialist alternative.

Most of those involved
in Brixton were blacks,
but it happens to be
blacks who bear the
brunt of mass unemploy-
ment, rotten housing and
a run-down environment
in this area.

There was no hostility
or hatred directed
against whites generally.

But there was enor-
mous hostility and
hatred against the Tory
government. The angry
reception for Whitelaw
when he toured the area
on Sunday left no doubt
about that.

‘““While Thatcher stays

CONTINUED ON
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POLICE ARMY
OF OCCUPATION!

JobsnotBull!

Who says the Tories
have no plans to stop
the horrors of youth
unemployment?
They now plan to
send us into the Ar-
my—for £23.50 a
week.

We already have an Army
of youth at the moment. An
army of unemployed,
83,926 school-leavers were
stifl out of work this
February, well over double
the February 1980 figure.

Careers offices nationally
have 3,657 vacancies on"
their books. Most are for
low-paid, dead-end jobs.

This is only a fifth of last
year's vacancies, yet at the
end of the summer term, no
less than 450,000 school-
leavers are expected to be
dumped on to the dole!

Brixton is a warning to

WITHDRAW
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By Suri Krishnamma

L (Erith & Crayford LPYS)

Fight back with
the Labour Party

Young Socialists!

LPYS Conference preview—centre pages

the bosses of the likely reac-
tion of the youth, so it is no

.surprise that Tory minds

- have lightly turned to
thoughts of military
discipline.

The Ministry of Defence
(MOD) and Department of
Employment have put sug-
gestions to the Manpower
Services Commission for
the Army to ‘‘help” the

unemployed through the
Youth Opportunities Pro-
gramme (YOP).

The MOD already spon-
sor work experience
schemes at civilian
establishments. No doubt
the brass hats would like to
replace more civil servants

CONTINUED ON
PAGE FIVE
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Defend

Democratic

contrnl of
Police!

report of the
enquiry into policing

The

in Brixton, initiated
by Lambeth Council,
warned last January
that repressive police
methods could prov-
oke an explosion [for
details see page 4].
The urgent need to intro-
duce democratic control over
the police was raised, al-
though not answered by the
report. But the London
Labour Party manifesto for the
GLC elections put forward
clear measures for making the
police democratically accoun-

table:

“A Labour GLC will
campaign for a Police Auth-
ority consisting solely of

_ elected members of the GLC
and London Boroughs to
have control over the Metro-
politan and City Police. This
Authority is to have poweér
to appoint all officers to the
rank of Chief Superinten-
dent and above, scrutinise
the day-to-day affairs of the

Police in action in Brixton, 12 April

force, and to allocate the
resources to the various
police functions.

“We believe an indepen-
dert complaints procedure
should be established. The
proposed police committee
we will set up, will in the
meantime investigate com-
plaints against the police
and publish reports.

““The Special Patrol
Group, Special Branch and
Illegal Immigration Intelli-
gence Unit should be dis-
banded. Surveillance of pol-
itical and trade unions
activity must end, and all
files collected for non-crim-
inal reasons should be des-
troyed.

“All police officers will
have the right to join unions
and to take industrial
action.”

Events in Brixton clearly
underline the need for such
policies.

The Labour Movemeni
must fight to ensure that
Labour Party manifesto for
the GLC elections put forward -
are implemented.

THE TROUBLE WiTH THESE YOUNG THUGS IS THEY Ve Ngvgg DONE A
DAYS WORK IN THEIR LIVES

All charges arising
from the Brixton riot
should be dropped.
This demand, put
forward by the Labour
Party Young Social-
ists, must be taken up
by the whole labour

movement.
Responsibility for the riot
rests squarely on the shoul-
ders of the police. On
Saturday night the police
refused to withdraw, although
they were warned by local
leaders who were attempting
to calm things down that a
massive intervention would
provoke even more trouble.
Despite McNee’s claim that

there would be “no retreat”
by the police, the police
completely lost control for
three or four hours on

Saturday night. This is when
most of the fighting and
burning took place.

But most of the arrests
came later. it was when the
police, with big reinforce-
ments, felt that they were

gaining the upper hand that
they began to make arrests—
mostly in a completely arbit-
rary and discriminate way.

Both black and
youths, many of whom were
just bystanders, were grab-
bed.

One policeman was heard
to say: “There are so many
black bastards, I don’t know

Scarman: NOANSWER

The enquiry set up
by the Tories under
Lord Scarman can
provide no solutions
to the crisis in Brix-
ton.

The Tory Home Secretary,
William Whitelaw, has estab-
lished the enquiry under the
1964 Police Act. Its main
concern will therefore be the
policing of the area and the
immediate causes of the riot.

But the role of the police in

the area has long been known
to everyone in the area, and
has been fully documented in
the reports of the Lambeth
Council Study, the All Lam-
beth Anti-Racist Movement’s
“Cause for Alarm”, and
many other investigations.

Given that it is the police
who should be in the dock,
what confidence can people
have in an investigation
headed by a top judge, Law
Lord Scarman?

Scarman has said that he

is going to investigate the
underlying causes, as well as
the immediate reasons for the
upheaval.

But it is extremely unlikely,
10 say the least, that many
blacks and youth. the people
who experience police tactics
and the area’s problems at
first hand, will have enough
confidence to come and give
evidence before such a tribu-
nal.

Scarman headed the 1969
Tribunal of Enquiry into the

disturbances in Northern Ire-
land—without making any
noticable contribution to a
solution to the problems of
the Six Counties.

In 1974/75 Scarman con-
ducted an enquiry into the
anti-fascisi demonstration in
Red Lion Square on 15 June
1974, in which Kevin Gatsley
was killed as a result of police
action.

Scarman, however, gener-
ally exhonerated police tac-
tics, despite the fact that

white

who to nick next”.

Many police were wildly
weilding their batons, and
eye-wilnesses saw some pol-
icemen with unauthorised
weapons such as pick hand-
les, large sticks, and long
rubber tubes.

Police
Brutality

Arresis were carried out in
the mos! brutal manner in
many cases. Police were
handcuffing prisoners with
their hands behind their
backs, and then dragging
them along by the hair or even
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police were protecting a
National Front meeting and
charged the anti-fascist dem-
onsiration with horses. Scar-
man cailed for the courts to

adopt a tougher line in
“public order” cases.

What confidence can we
have, then, in an enquiry
headed by a lone judge—him-
self a pillar of the state’s “law
and order” establishment?

Only a people’s enquiry,
based on the labour and trade
union movement, can provide
any answers.

It is not just a question of
investigating the causes. The
real reasons for the explosion,
including the appalling social

DROPALL CHARGES!

by the legs.

There was al least one case
of a young black youth with
injuries being arrested on his
arrival at a hospital casualty
depariment.

After the riot, there was’
also heavy-handed police
raids on houses in the Railton
Road area. Some of these
have been shown on the tele-
vision news and reported in
the national press.

McNee’s claim that it was
outsiders who fermented the
riot was not borne out by
those who appeared in the
courts on Monday morning.
All but three of twenty-one
defendants appearing at one
court came from the Brixton
area.

As a result of the police
tactics, many people will be
appearing in court on comp-
letely arbitrary or trumped-up
charges.

Only a few days before
Brixton exploded, the author-
ities finally decided to drop all
ouislanding prosecutions ag-
ainst those charged after the
riots in the St. Paul’s district
of Bristol, which took place
just a year ago. In many cases,
the police simply could not
produce credible evidence to
substantiate their charges.

To proceed with charges in
Brixton now will only add to
the anger and bitlerness that
produced the riot in the first
place.

While prosecutions are

going on, the labour move-
ment must of course fully
support the efforts 1o
defend those charged. All the
cases mus! be rigorously
fought.

But it is vital to press the
Tory government and the
authorities to declare an

amnesty and drop all charges.

conditions, must certainly be
invesiigated and explained to
workers throughout Britain.

But more importantly, the
labour movement enquiry
must be the launching pad for
a campaign to change the
situation and solve the prob-
lems.

To do this, the enquiry
mus! be firmly based in the
labour movement, with its
foundations in the shop
stewards’ committees, trade
union branches, Labour
Parties, Young Socialists,
together with black organis-
‘ations, community groups
iand tenants’ associations.



Brixton has erupted
with an explosion of
pent-up anger.

It was provoked by
a massive police
presence on Friday
night and, specifical-
ly, the fighting was
started by one par-
ticularly brutal arrest
at about Spm on
Saturday. The youth
of the area hit back at
police.

The violence of the attack
on the police shows the in-
tense anger of the youth,
especially the black youth, at
oppressive police activity in
the area.

Anger at the police has
been intensified by the moun-
ting number of racist and
fascist attacks on black peo-
ple and working class ac-
tivists. While the police in
many areas systematically
harass and arrest black
youth, little or nothing is
done against those responsi-
ble for racist or fascist at-
tacks.

Feelings of frustration and
anger have also been inten-
sified in the black community
over the Deptford fire, in
which 13 black people died.
Few believe that the police
are energetically trying to
track down and arrest those
responsible. In fact, in-
vestigations into the fire have
involved even more harass-
ment of black people.

The smashing and burning
of big stores and shops in
Brixton, at first completely
wild and indiscriminate,
demonstrates the bitter
frustration of young people
with no jobs, atrocious hous-
ing and living conditions,
poor education and recrea-
tional facilities, and little or
no hope of better things to
come.

This was not a ‘race riot’.
Anger and violence was
directed entirely against the
police.

The fighting mostly involv-
ed blacks, but this is because
it is mostly blacks who live in
the decayed, central area of
Brixton. But both black and
white youth were involved in
the fighting.

White people moving
about the area of the
fighting, of whom there were
a great many, were not at-
tacked, or threatened, or in-
timidated. A few white jour-
nalists were threatened, but
only because they were at
first thought to be plain-

This statement,
which ‘Militant’ ful-
ly supports, was pro-
duced as a leaflet on
Sunday (12 April) by
members of the
Labour Party Young
Socialists National
Committee and Lon-
don Regional Com-

mittee, and
distributed in Brix-
ton. The leaflet

advertised a meeting
for Wednesday 15th
in Brixton Town
Hall, with John
Tilley (MP Lambeth
Central), Bob Lee
(PNP |UK]), and
Kevin Ramage
(LPYS Chairman)
speaking.

Pl

clothed policemen.

The assertion by the
Metropolitan police chief,
David McNee, that the
fighting and burning was
“‘planned and orchestrated
by people from outside the
area’” is utter nonsense, the
product of a blinkered police
mentality.

The riot was spontaneous.
It was sparked by provocative
police action. But the inflam-
mable material, in terms of
atrocious social conditions
and consistent police oppres-
sion, has been steadily
building up for years.

The fighting had no clear
aims. It was a spontaneous,
unorganised impulsive ex-
pression of deep-rooted anger
and frustration.

Most workers, including
most black workers, do not
accept that street fighting,
burning and looting are the
way to solve the problems
facing us.

But the responsibility for
what happened lies squarely
on the shoulders of the police
and the authorities who prgf
voked it.

The organised labour
movement—the trade
unions, the Labour Parties,
and the Labour Party Young

Brixton. Saturday night, 11 April

Socialists—must offer an
organised, mass, socialist
alternative to the spon-

taneous, impulsive revolt of
the youth.

A programme of
defence and action

The labour movement
must immediately and
urgently demand and cam-
paign for:

(1) AN END TO POLICE
REPRESSION:

O Withdrawal of the
massive police presence from
the area.

O The removal of the police
cordon.

O Build democratic street
committees in Brixton to in-
volve all the people of the
area, and link up with the
trade wunions, the Labour
Parties and black organisa-
tions.

O End the arbitrary stopp-
ing and searching now going
on in the area.

O The immediate release of
those arrested onm Saturday
night.

O Drop all charges.

O Disband the SPG.

C Democratic control of the
Police.

a

(2JAN URGENT LABOUR
MOVEMENT EN-
QUIRY:The trade wunions
and Labour Parties in the
area must immediately set up
a commission to investigate
the background and causes of
what happened.

O It should call on
evidence and witnesses
from all quarters, but
especially from the youth
and workers of the area.

O Black youth and workers
must be free to give their
evidence and views without
fear of intimidation.

O The Commission’s fin-
dings must be used in a
campaign to tackle the feal
problems. ’

(3)STEP UP THE FIGHT

FOR SOCIALIST SOLU-
TIONS TO THE SOCIAL

AND ECONOMIC CRISIS
UNDERLYING THE EX-
PLOSION:

O Build a mass labour
movemen( campaign (o fight
the people really respon-
sible—big business and their
political repcesentatives, the
Tories.

O Fight to end unemploy-
ment.

O For full training and a
guaranteed job for all school-
leavers.

O For an £80 minimum
wage for all workers.

O For a 35-hour week.

O Fight the cuts: reverse the
catastrophic spending cuts in
local and central government
expenditure.

O For a massive programme
of public works to create

more houses, schools,
hosptals and other vital
facilities.

O Bring down the Tory

government.

C Fight to return a Labour
government, not to repeat the
failures of previous Labour
governments, but to imple-
ment a socialist proramme
for the socialist' transforma-
tion of society.

O Nationalise the big
monopolies, with minimum
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LABOUR PARTY YOUNG SOCIALISTS SAY...
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compensation on the basis of
proven need. Institute
democratic workers’ con-
trolnd management, and in-
troduce a socialist plan of
production.

A long history of
police harassment
and repression

Thatcher’s answer to Brix-
ton’s problems has been to
step up police intervention.
““The police asked for it,”
was the reaction even of peo-
ple who condemned the burn-
ing and looting.

Tension has been building
up for a long time. Last Fri-
day (10 April), a fight broke
out when local people believ-
ed that the police were

. holding and grilling a man

who had been
wounded in a fight.

A crowd quickly gathered.
The attack on the police in-
dicated the extreme mistrust
and hostility the police have
ovrovoked by their tactics in
:he area.

On Saturday there was an
atmosphere of extreme ten-
sion, further built up by
heavy police patrols in the

CONTINUED ON
PAGE FOUR

seriously
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area, with various incidents.
But just before Spm, two
plain-clothed detectives ar-

rested a young black in
Atlantic Road.
Maureen Boyle, of the

Brixton Advice Centre,
described what happened:
““One of the plain-clothed
guys started saying ‘‘You're
nicked’’, he punched the
black in the stomach.
Everyone was saying that
he’d done nothing. They
dragged him into a police
van. People smashed on the
door . of the Transit and a
window got broken.”’

Fighting broke out, and
missiles began to fly. From
this a major battle escalated.

During the fighting, many
people referred to incidents
which have angered the black
community in recent months.

No one was charged for the
murder of Blair Peach in
Southall; a mounting number
of racist attacks (officially at
least 1,000 in the last 18 mon-
ths); the death of a young
black, Richard Campbell, in
Ashford Remand Centre; no
one arrested or charged for
the arson in Deptford which
led to the death of 13 blacks;
and there are many other in-
cidents which could be add-
ed.

Since the Special Patrol
Group went into Brixton in
1978, antagonism to police
tactics has steadily built up.
Arbitrary stopping, arrests,
with numerous allegations of
police brutality, are daily
facts of life in Brixton, par-
ticularly for young blacks.

In the ‘mopping up’ late on

CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE

Saturday night the police left
no doubt about their at-
titude. Both black and white
youth were beaten by the
police and arbitrarily ar-
rested.

Cars, particularly those
with black drivers, were ar-
bitrarily stopped and search-
ed in an intimidating manner.

On Saturday evening, the
police chiefs were warned
that to send in more police
would escalate ghe violence.
They refused to listen to

“black community leaders who

were attempting to calm

down the situation.

The central area of Brixton
has long been a disaster area
in terms of social conditions.

Over half of the 16 to 19
year olds are unemployed in
the inner-city area of the
Borough of Lambeth. Twen-
ty percent or more are black
youth. In the central Brixton
area the percentage is even
higher.

Large areas of Brixton
should have been demolished
years ago.

This area has been schedul-
ed for re-development since
1928. Rotten slums are not
being cleared because there is

Massive police forces were
sent in—with the result that
there was further escalation
of violence. ,

Now the whole area is cor-
doned off with a massive
police presence. This does
not solve one single problem.
On the contrary,®it can only
provoke more hostility and
more violence.

The police must be
withdrawn. Harassment must
stop. .
Already a disaster
area for jobs, con-
ditions and pro-

spects

nowhere to re-house their oc-
cupants. This is how ghettoes
are created.

Now the Tory government
has brought new house
building to a standstill. Yet
there are 17,000 on the hous-
ing waiting lists, with another
400 being added every mon-
th. A proposed health centre
for the area has recently been
scrapped because of the cuts.

Education, too, has been
hit by the cuts, when the ex-
ceptional needs of children in
this area are crying out for a

massive injection of
resources.
Sport, recreational, and

other leisure facilities in the

area are totally inadequate.
What there is, is often too ex-
pensive for poorly paid
youth.

Already atrocious condi-
tions have been made even
worse under the Thatcher
government. The massive rise
of unemployment and the
cuts are having a devastating
effect on working people,
despite Lambeth council’s at-
tempts to resist the full effect
of cuts imposed by the Tory
government.

Thatcher’s solution to the
misery, the frustration, and
the desperation of rising
unemployment and increas-
ing poverty is—to send in the
Special Patrol Group in an
attempt to clamp down ‘law
and order’ on the area.

These are the things that
have produced an explosion,
not McNee’s mythical plot-
ters.

The Labour Party Young
Socialists has warned many
times that there would be an
explosion if the problems of
unemployment and cut living
standards, and hopeless pro-
spects for the future were not
tackled urgently.

Mobilise the

labour movement!

Bring down the
Tories!

What has now happened in
Brixton underlies the urgency
of the labour mvoement
working to build a mass
movement to fight on jobs,
wages, living standards, and
vital services.

JuST AS I THOUGHT
POLITICAL EXTREMISTS

All the movement’s
resources, particularly shop
stewards’ committees and
trade union branches, must
be mobilised.

The fight to defend the
people of Brixton is part and
parcel of the fight to bring
down the Tory government.
It is a fight against big
business and the rotten con-
ditions produced by a system
based on private property

POLICE CREATED STATE OF SIE

Warnings have repeat-

edly been given by the ..

labour movement that
there would be an
explosion unless social
problems were tackled
—and especially if
repressive police me-
thods were not chan-
ged.

Last January, the ‘‘Report
of the Working Party into
Police Community Relations
in Lambeth”, initiated by the
Labour Council, warned that
the situation was at “‘breaking
point”.

The police in the borough,
reported the working party,
were already exercising the
more rigorous powers dem-
anded by the Metropolitan
Police Commissioner in his
evidence to the Royal Com-
mission on Criminal Proce-
dure.

One witness to the working
party referred to the racist
attacks which had been going
on for the last three or four
years.

" There was no point, he
said, in telephoning the
polie; “Nothing happeaed. 1
was very sad when one
policeman told me: ‘Perhaps
they don’t want you. Perhaps
they don’t want somebody

Police brutality at Southall 1979

black in this house.” I thought
myself that a police officer
shouldn’t say things like that.
‘you’d better go away, they
don’t want you’.”

While the police are zeal-
ous in cracking down on black
“criminals”, they are remar-
kably reluctant to investigate
attacks on black people. In
some cases, even when an
assailant has been identified,
the police have simply sugges-
ted that the victim take out a
private summons!

In the eyes of black people,
the Tories’ new Nationality
Bill, which implicitly lays the
blame for Britain’s dire social
problems on the backs of the
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immigrant population, can
only reinforce and legitimise
the biased, prejudiced atti-
tude of large sections of the
police.

The Lambeth Working
Party included a senior barr-
ister, a Tory councillor, two
Labour councillors, and the
Dean of Lambeth. They
received 275 submissions
(1,500 pages of evidence)
from organisations and in-
dividuals in Lambeti.

Hewever, Commander
Adants, the local police chief,
refused to co-operate with the
inquiry.

The reason is not hard to

see. There is overwhelming
evidence that the aim of the
police is frequently, as the
repor! suggests, to keep part
of the local population in a
state of siege. There is strong
evidence that many police in
Lambeth are out to provoke
tirouble and to harass and
arres! blacks.

“We must have police,”
said one black bus driver,
“because there must be law
and order somewhere, but
when they have to approach
you in a high-style manner for
no reason at all, I mean they
don’t approach you like they
are a police officer, they are
more like war officers. and I
mean they could be civil to
people, bul they are not.”
“Uncivil” would be a very
mild description of police
behaviour in many cases!

Black wilnesses also said
that they had been told by the
police that if they did not
want to get ‘nicked’ they
should stay indoors. Police-
men like this are clearly out to
impose their own ‘unofficial
curfew on the blacks and the
vouth of the area.

Frequently, young blacks
and white youth as well, are
picked up under the notorious
“Sus™ laws. Although these
are now (o be scrapped, the
police will still have ample
powers for picking people up,

especially if the Tories put the
Royal Commission proposals
on criminal procedure into
effect.

One wilness pointed out
that there are “black: parents
and youngsters who themsel-
ves condemn the real crimi-
nals and yet who now would
be very reluctant to report all
but the most serious problem
to the police.” The report
gives many examples which
explain the justifiable fears of
black people.

One black woman, ill in
bed, sent her son out to buy a
school blazer. ““Coming out of
British Home Stores he was
jumped on from behind by
two white men who caught
him round the neck and byhis
arm. He was thirteen years
old at the time, and quite
small. this was at 9.30 in the
morning: the parents weren’t

contacted until 7 in the
evening.”
Another example: “Two

West Indian boys were stand-
ing at the bus stop on their
own by Lloyds bank in
Clapham. One boy looked a
bit rough but reasonable. The
other man was well dressed.
hey were grabbed by two
%icemen, pushed against
the fence and searched.
Nothing was said. There was
no bus there, they were just
standing on their own.”

WOILLIE
ARE BEHIND ALLTHIS

and the anarchy of the °
market.

It is the fight to bring down
the Tory government which
upholds this rotten system.

It is the fight for the return
of a Labour government
pledged to the implementa-
tion of bold socialist policies
that would bring about a fun-
damental shift in wealth and
power from big business to
working people.

Harrassmen! and intimida-
tion by the police is followed,
in the eyes of black people, by

biased ireaiment in the
cour!s.
Police bias in charging

offenders is confirmed by a
recen! study published by the
“British Journal of Criminol-
ogy” (January 1981) by Dr
Simha Landau. His main
conclusion was that “blacks
involved in crimes of violence,
burglary, and public disorder
and other offences are treated
more harshly than their white
counterparts” (‘Guardian 13
April).

This evidence which docu-
men's aggressive police tac-
lics over several years, makes
it clear why there has been an
explosion of anger against the
police in Brixton.

The Lambeth report says
that *‘the question of work-
able and successful forms of
democratic control raises iss-
ues of vasic importance.” The
report  however, makes no
recommendation on this “pol-
itical” issue.

However, in its manifesto
for the Greater London
Council elections this May,
the Labour Party has adopted
a clear policy for the demo-
cratic control over the police
(see page 2). It is vital that
this is now fought for by the
whole labour movement.




‘““We want real jobs—
and we want them now.”’
From all over the coun-
try young people who
have been condemned to
the hidden dole queues
of the Youth ‘‘Oppor-
tunities’ Programmes
converged with other
young people on London
on 12 April to show their
anger at the neglect of
their plight.

The organisers were
plainly worried about the

YSINBRIXTON -

From the beginning
of the Brixton events,
the Labour Party
Young Socialists have
been actively involv-
ed, campaigning on
the issues.

As it happened, the
local LPYS had
already arranged to
put the real culprit in
the dock on Saturday

(11 April) with a

““Trial of Thatcher”’.

During the work for this
YS members had themselves
come up against police
harassment. Two were ar-
rested for fly-posting during
the week, and on Saturday
Young Socialists and Labour
Party members selling papers
and distributing leaflets in
Brixton were continually
threatened by the police with
arrest for ‘‘breach of the
peace’’, ‘‘obstruction’’ and
‘‘selling papers without a
licence”’.

The police were certainly
out to provoke trouble, and
the tension in the area follow-
ing Friday night’s incidents.

When the fighting broke
out on Saturday evening,
LPYS members were there
talking to the people on the
streets. Next day, they pro-
duced a leaflet (reproduced
on pages 3/4) based on their
own eye-witness experience
of what happened.

The LPYS leaflet,
distributed by members from
Lambeth ‘and other areas of
London, has had a major im-
pact. Bundles have been
eagerly grabbed by young
people and workers, and the
ideas and demands are being
read and discussed.

problem—as youth
leaders in Rotherham
and elsewhere they could
see the effect on young
workers. Unfortunately
the speakers invited by
the organisers could give
no answer to the pro-
blems.

Instead of the pop
groups promised,
members of the groups
spoke about unemploy-
ment as did clerics and
politicians. But it was the
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The only leaflet in evidence
for several days, it was cer-

Photo: J McKitrick (Militant)

LPYS who provided the
real alternative. Over 100
LPYS members gave out
leaflets explaining our
programme to everyone
on the demonstration,
sold ‘Socialist Youth’,
the LPYS paper, and
‘Militant’, and sold
badges.

Members of the YS
discussed our ideas with
people on the
demonstration and a
number of names and

tianly the only one which
gave a real account of events,
explained the real causes, and
put forward clear
demands—demands which
have found an enthusiastic
response.

To get support for the
LPYS’s public meeting
meeting in Lambeth Town
Hall on Wednesday, leaflets
were distributed in houses
throughout the Brixton area
and taken to shop-stewards’
committees and trade union
branches in bus garages,
hospitals, factories, and
other work places.

It is vital that the lessons of
Brixton and the Young
Socialists’ magnificent in-
tervention, are fully discussed
at the LPYS National Com-
ference in Bridlington over
the Easter Weekend.

By Anne Beales

(Chairman, London
Region LPYS)

Bridlington LPYS
Bridlington Branch
Labour Party
North Wolds Trades Council
Bridlington ‘Militant’
supporters

welcome all delegates and visitors to the
LPYS CONFERENCE IN
BRIDLINGTON
‘Workers of the World Unite!’

For full employment, workers’ control and a
decent living!

addresses- were obtained
for local branches.

The YS also held a ral-
ly at Speakers Corner
which attracted a good
deal of attention. Once
again a demonstration
like this has shown that
only the LPYS with its
clear socialist pro-
gramme and confidence
in the labour movement
is able to give a direction
to such movements
among working class
youth.

LPYS Charter
for
Young Workers

Available, price 30p (inc.
P&P) from A. Bevan,
National Youth Officer
LPYS, Labour Party
Headquarters, 150 Wal-
worth Road, London
SE17.

(CONTINUED FROM
PAGE ONE)

with under-paid ‘trainees’.
But this would undoubtedly
meel strong union opposi-
tion as the present civil ser-
vants' action shows.

So they propose that up
to 1,000 young men (no
‘equality’ for women here)
would get *‘training’" under
normal military discipline.

Everyone knows what
sergeant majors mean by
“‘normal’ discipline. It's
only one step removed from
the barbaric ‘‘short sharp
shock’ treatment the
Tories have already ordered
to be meted out to young
offenders.

About 30% of them
might get six months’ train-
ing in a skill useful in civvy

'street. But there would still

be no guarantee of a job at
the end.

The rest would get
general military training.
This doesn't mean learning
how to be a General, more
like square bashing, spud
bashing, cleaning floors,

~ £2.35 each out
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REAL JOBS FOR ALL

Stafford N

‘““Are you an unem-
ployed teenager? If
you want to work and
want to earn money,
then why not join our

team?”’

Posters like this can be
found in almost every car-
eers office up and down the
country, advertising for
school leavers to become
slave labour for the bosses’
system. Youth Opportuni-
ties Programme (YOP) sch-
emes just amount to hiding
away the unemployed; they
are no replacement for a
real job.

I am one of the ‘lucky’
ones, working on a YOP
scheme for £23.50 a week.
This is about £8 or £9 more
than I would receive on the
dole. Great—£8 or £9 a
week for working 37
hours.

I have now been on the
scheme for four of my 12
months on the course. I
asked about a joining a
trade union, the answer I
got was ‘“‘we don’t have
trade unions here—they
cause trouble. And you
have to be in manufacturing
industry to be in a union,
and you don’t manufacture
anything.”

The co-ordinator of the
YOP scheme in Stafford, an
ex-teacher who was made
redundant, said in an article
in our local Tory rag, the
Newsletter. ““I believe in
strict punctuality, dress and
attitude during work hours,
and strict discipline.”

The YOPs in Stafford are
split into groups of 6
workers. One lost a Stanley
knife out of their tool kit,
costing approximately £2.35
—so all of the 6 workers
were accused of stealing the
knife and were suspended
for half a day and stopped
of their
£23.50.

and generally bulling up ar-
my~ establishments to the
seargeant's satisfaction.

If you pass the Army
selection criteria (good
health, no trouble makers)
you get a magnificent
£23.50 a week.

Economic
conscription

The armed forces have a
long tradition of recruiting
from the young unem-
ployed. This is ‘‘econ-
omic conscription™

Recent television program-
mes have made it clear that
the colonels are increasingly
training their regiments for
strike-breaking and to put
down mass movements of
the workers and vouth.

Even though the TUC,
voluntary organisations,
and even the CBI, have op-
posed the scheme, the MOD
may go ahead regardless of
whether the MSC approves
or not. There are reported
to be plans now going ahead
for 5,000 places.

Is this the sort of strict
discipline working people
would tolerate in 1981, or it
is the sort of treatment a 10
year-old kid would get at
school?

The rules and regulations
of the YOPS schemes are in
two booklets issued the
supervisors. In one it states
you cannot stop any amount
of money out of a worker’s
wage at any time. But in the
other it says that is is up to
the supervisor if he or she
wants to stop money, they
can do so when ever they see
fit to do so!

And what about safety?
On a job creation scheme a
few weeks ago, a young lad
was killed on a building site.
Job creation schemes are
supposed to train young
workers in a trade, and this
lad was making tea, sweep-
ing out the canteen and
doing all the jobs that a
general labourer would do.

He was not issued with a
safety hat. If he had been,
he might still be with us, as
a gas cannister fell off the
roof on his head and he died
on arrival at hospital.

This is just one of the
many accidents that happen
but are not reported in the
gutter press.

There is no proper train-
ing on YOPS or Job
Creation Schemes which
proves just what a waste
amount of time and money
they-are. On YOPS you do
about 2 or 3 days bricklay-
ing and plastering unsuper-
vised most of the time. Does
this make us all builders?

All YOPS workers should
fight for the demands of the
LPYS for real jobs and a
real future.

By Rob
Shelley

(Stafford LPYS)

Johs not Bull !

As with the civilian ver-
sion of YOPS, all the bosses
care about is keeping us off
the streets, out of ‘trouble”.
Well, this system's been
causing us trouble for years,
putting us on the dole and
keeping us low-paid and in
lousy housing.

Last Sunday's demon-
stration in London showed
the mood of thousands of
YOPS workers. The cam-
paign spear-headed by
NUPE in the North East,
for an end to cheap labour
and for decent conditions.
must-be taken up.

Young workers facing
this future should fight with
the Labour Party Young
Socailists for full union
rights for YOP trainees with
union controlled schemes,
for a guaranteed job at the
end of training, and for
trade union rates of pay and
conditions.

But most of all, fight
alongside us for an end to
the Tories and their system
which. they can think of
nothing better to offer us
than six months in an Army
barracks.
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Weak lead
from TU.G.

In one area of the country,
even the Salvation Army have
affiliated to the local Trades
Council, TUC Chairman,
Alan Fisher, told a rally of
East Anglian trade unionists

last weekend.

Undoubtedly if the
labour and trade un-
ion leadership gave a
vigorous lead they
could draw behind
them massive support.

Hundreds of thousands
workers responded to the
Scottish TUC’s call for a
two-hour stoppage, closing
down shipyards, factories and
offices throughout the coun-
try. However, there is no
doubt that if a decisive lead
had been given by the STUC,
that action could have been
even more effective and
wide-ranging.

Many workers complained

Reports by
Alan McCoombes,
Jeremy Birch,
Clive Gravell
and Chris Grace

about the lack of official
information and publicity—
members of the train drivers
union ASLE&F pointed out
that whilst the unions Scottish
organiser was congratulating
local government union mem-
bers for their turn out,
members of his own union

TUC march in Norwich 4 April

continued to work normally,
mostly unaware that a stop-
page was taking place.

There was also criticism of
the tactic of confining the
action to a two-hour strike.
This was seen by many
workers as no more than a
timid gesture.

As one shop steward, a
member of the National
Union of Tailor and Garment
Workers pointed out: “A
two-hour strike is seen as
futile. If the STUC had called
for a full day, or even a half
day strike and prepared mass
activity there’s no doubt that
almost every worker in Scot-
land would have responded.
The main difficulty is not
about convincing - workers of
the need to protect against the
Tories, but about convincing
them that there’s any point in
merely clocking out 2 hours
early.”

The anger and bitterness is
there, but workers through-
out the country are looking to
their own organisations to
lead a fightback.

In Nerwich a demonstra-
tion which began with 800

people, ended with over
2,000 marching. The day
before, a local firm (Law-
rence Scott and Electromo-
tors) broke all agreements
with the unions and gave only
two hours notice of redun-
dancies to ninety-three wor-
kers and threatened two
hundred more, unless the
unions conceded a ‘temporary
employment scheme’.

At the rally last weekend
there was massive applause
when Leslie Christie, from the
Civil Service unions, declared
that ‘we want a new Labour
government, but one with
socialist policies to transform
society—no more tinkering
with the Tories’ system.

The TUC’s week of action
should - have been used to
launch a campaign to kick
Thatcher oumt. Instead the

Wage restraint and " a
revamped social contract was
what Len Murray and Mich-
ael Foot advocated at the
TUC rally in Birmingham.
Whilst under the Tories
inflation is 12% %, when
Labour left office it was down
to 10% “as a result of what
you did between 1975 and
1979 Len Murray told Foot.
Murray even regretted ‘“what
we did” apologising that wage
controls broke down in the
winter of 1978-79.

These leaders have comple-
tely failed to grasp the gravity
of the problems they will
inherit. Michael Foot claimed
that there was full employ-
ment until the 1970s because
“many” countries followed
intelligent policies.” He seem-
ed not to appreciate the
nature of the current crisis of

leadership seemed more con- ¢ ®apitalism which marks a

cerned to apeal to the Tory
‘wets” for support. And the
alternative offered to workers
was a return to the policies of
the Labour government of
1974-79. i.e. cuts in living
standards, ‘capitalism with a
human face’.

¢The Tories’ axe
throughout London,
has cut hospitals, sch-
ools and social servi-
ces and the Tory
controlled Greater
London Couneil has
played a central role
in forcing through
these vicious attacks.
It has slashed transport
services, whilst increasing
fares at an annual rate of
58%. It has virtually abando-
ned housing building while
massively raising rents and
selling off much needed land. -
Last year over 100,000 jobs
were lost in London. For
example, West Drayton in
Uxbridge has had a number
of factories closed with many
people on short-time working;
jobless totals rocketed by
20% in February this year.
The Tories must be stopped”.
All they and their big
business system can offer is
cuts, massive unemployment
and lower living standards.

Jake Magee (right)
Labour’s GLC
candidate in Uxbridge
and ‘Militant’ supporter
talked to Mike Lee
(Uxbridge LPYS)

Ordinary people are now
fighting back, the miners
have shown us what can be
done, and more and more
people are realising that
direct action is the only
language that Thatcher and
Co. understand.”

In London a Labour GLC
could play a vital role in
defending living standards by
supporting the industrial and
political struggles of working
class people. When it tries to
carry out its policies for jobs,
housing and transport, there
will be a fight with Heseltine
and Thatcher who will oppose
any policy designed to impr-
ove living standards.

A Labour GLC must also
fight for the return of a
Labour government commit-
ted to implementing Party
policy to nationalise the
financial institutions and can-
cel local authority debts.

[n 1980/81 the Greater
London Council will have
paid out £435, (?) which is a
collosal 42% of its total
spending, to the City of
London in debt charges. A
Labour government as a start,
could free local councils from
the stranglehoid of the banks
and the finance houses and
allow a state bank to grant
interest free loans to local
authorites.”

To provide the resources
to resolve the day to day

Action's the only language
Thatcher understands

problems working class peo-
ple face, the next Labour
government must end the
control of big business over
industry and employment,
and lay the basis for a
socialist plan of production
under the control of working
people themseives. That’s
why the battle against Tory
cuts, the battle for a socialist
GLC is linked to the struggie
for a Labour government to
implement a socialist econo-
mic programme.

complete break with the
_boom of the 1950s and 1960s.
His remedy was the re-intro-
duction of Keynesian policies
and the use of North Sea oil
“to invest on the scale that is

required”.
It was a similar story when

Support
for Benn

The Labour group on Liver-
pool Council recently passed
the following resolution by a
large majority: -

“Having determined a me-
thod of electing our Party
leader and deputy as a
democratic decision of con-
ference, the Liverpool Group
of Labour councillors defend
the right of Tony Benn and
any other candidate to stand
for the position of deputy
leader.

“In agreeing to the need for
Party unity in the struggle
against the Tories and other
parties of big business, we see
the need for those who would
lead us, to clearly state their
programme and policy, espe-
cially when related to Con-
ference decisions.

“We see a contest and
election, based on candidates
declared programme and pol-
icy as the best way of building
a Party leadership, that
reflects all the Party rather:
than an unrepresentative min-
ority, such as the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party.

“We call on all National
Executive Committee mem-
bers to defend this right
publicly, as a means of
answering attempts by the
capitalist-controlled media to
discredit the new system.”’

Photo: C Augusto (IFL)

Len Murray spoke at Win-
chester. The hall where the
rally was held was very far
from full; most of the
audience seemed to consist of
trade union and Labour Party
stalwarts, with a marked
absence of young rank and
file activists.

This was a clear reflection
of the doubt about -the
conviction and determination
of the leadership. At a time of
recession and mass unem-
ployment, workers are under-
standibly apprehensive.

There was little in the
speeches at the rally to give
workers confidence. In-
deed, the meeting ended in a
distinctly subdued mood.

Unless, these leading Lab-
our figures are prepared to
explain the need for real
socialist policies many Labour
party members may be for-
given for wondering if the
next Labour government will
be any different from the last.

Opposition

to
Witch-hunt

The attempts by the social
democrats who remain in the
Labour Party to launch a new
witch-hunt against the left
and ‘Militant’ in particular
have drawn a quick response.
Arundel CLP passed a unan-
imous resolution at its last
meeting opposing any new
witch-hunt against the ‘Mili-
tant’ and calling for “political
differences to be débated in a
tolerant and comradely fash-
ion”. The LPYS National
committee noted that there
had only been the mildest
criticism of the Social Demo-
crats who had left the party
compared with the hysterical
attacks upon those who are
building the party and argu-
ing for socialist policies. It
called upon the National
Executive to investigate the
real enemies of Labour and
report on the links that some
right-wing MPs have had with
the CIA, NATO, other secur-
ity services, bankers, and
industrialists.

Undoubtedly, other sect-
ions of the movement will also
be discussing this issue in the
coming period and sending in
resolutions to the WNational
Executive.



Last week’s conference of the

National

Organisation of

Labour Students (NOLS) saw

a number
political

of significant
victories

for the

ideas of Marxism.

Despite this, the
“Clause 4’’ group, an
amalgam of ‘left’ and
‘right’ wing refor-
mists, again won a
majority on the Na-
tional Committee.

Dissatisfaction with the
performance of the past Na-

tional Committee was shown .

in the election for Vice Chair-
man, where Dave Mason, the
‘“Clause 4’ candidate
scraped in by three votes on
transfers, after the third can-
didate had been eliminated.
On the first vote, he had tied

seventy-three all with
‘Militant’ supporter Steve
Davies. He was the only

member of the current Na-
tional Committee to stand for
re-election.

In ‘the election for the
Editor of the NOLS page in
‘Socialist Youth’, ‘Militant’
supporter Dave Shields was
narrowly defeated 88-85.
‘Militant’ supporters Clive
Heemskerk and Pete Mum-
ford were elected onto the
National Committee.

One of the key Conference
debates was on whether part-
time students should be
allowed to join NOLS.

Clive Heemskerk (Leeds
University) and Theresa
Wrack (South Bank Poly)
both explained that this pro-
posal was a change in the
orientation of NOLS towards
the Further Education and
Technical colleges. It would
allow the voice of working
class youth to be clearly
heard within NOLS. Dave
Wardle (Bradford College),
said that his college had over
10,000 part-time students.

After a “‘roll-call”” vote,
this amendment was agreed
by 94-79 votes. Every Labour
Club should now put resolu-
tions to their Constituency
Labour Parties, calling on the
NEC to implement this-vote.

At the last NOLS Con-
ference, a resolution was
passed saying that Labour
Councils should introduce
rate increases to offset Tory
cuts! This year, the absolute-
ly disastrous nature of this
strategy was clear—the
massive rent and rate in-
creases have hit working peo-
ple hard. Pat Seery, from

By Peter Lush

Paisley Tech, said that the
rent on his council house had
gone up in the last year from
£26 a month to £68.

Yet one of the ““Clause 4"’
supporters still claimed that
rate increases did not affect
the working class! The
amendment from Bradford
University and Brunel
University called on Labour
Councils not to raise the rent
and rates to counter Tory
cuts, but to mobilise the local
labour movement against the
Tories; this was carried by
two votes.

The ‘“‘Alternative
Economic Strategy’’ was
passed in the economy

debate, although Dave Gard-
ner, the NOLS National
secretary, described it as ‘“‘a
strategy of which certain
elements are non socialist.”
However, the real political
position of the ‘‘Clause 4’
group was shown in the
Housing debate, when they
tried to remove support for
‘Clause 4 Part 4’ of the
Labour Party Constitution
from the resolution.

Conference threw out this
reactionary proposal. The
resolution passed on housing
called for public ownership
of the building supply and
construction monopolies, the
building socieites, banks and
finance houses and a socialist
economic programme to
make resources available to
build a million homes a year.

At the last NOLS Con-
ference, despite bitter opposi-
tion from the National Com-
mittee, Conference agreed
to stand independent Labour
candidates in the National
Union of Students. The suc-
cess of that strategy has been
clearly shown, with five
NOLS members being elected
on to the Executive earlier
this month.

However, a proposal from
Coventry Poly that NOLS
stand for all the ‘full-time’
positions on the NUS Ex-
ecutive, in order to win a ma-
jority, was rejected by three
votes. Neil Stewart from
Aberdeen College, believed

Labour students on march against Tory cuts last year

Turn Nols towards
lahour movement

such a strategy ‘‘would cause
a backlash against NOLS”,
whilst the National Commit-
tee argued that NOLS must
build from the base and win
delegate elections in col-
leges—as if this contradicted
Coventry Poly’s resolution.

The decision taken by Con-
ference, to continue with an
‘independent partial slate’,
unfortunately gives credence
to the idea that the ‘‘Left
alliance’” can take NUS
forward. The battle continues
against those fainthearts who
still have no confidence that
NOLS can be fully suc-
cessful.

An emergency resolution
supporting the initiative of
Derry Trades Council to con-
test the May council elections
was rejected by Conference,
after a supporter of the tiny
ultra-left sect “Workers Ac-
tion’’ claimed that that the
Trades Council was just.a
‘Militant front’’ and that the
only struggle going on in
Ireland was for ‘national
liberation’. All the resolu-
tions on Ireland were rejected
by the Conference.

Despite the leadership,
there is tremendous potential
for NOLS to grow as is
shown by the success of the
NOLS candidates for the
NUS Executive. However,
the current ‘‘Clause 4’

leadership of NOLS have
been incapable of realising
this potential.

Less Clubs were
represented at this year’s
Conference. 83 came last
year, but only 64 attended
this year. The number of
delegates fell from 201 to
180. 31 Clubs at Conference
supported ‘Militant’, com-
pared to only 19 for ‘Clause
4’, who rely on the big
university delegations for
support.

In a scandalous departure
from the traditions of the
labour movement, they in-
troduced the ““NUS”’ style of
debate, with speakers for or
against resolutions or amend-
ments, with speaking times
limited to three minutes to
move a resolution, two to
speak from the floor and one
to sum up.

No general debate of issues
is possible, and a serious
political programme  cannot
be outlined with such speak-
ing times. The continual in-
tervention of ‘‘Clause 4’* Na-
tional Committee speakers in
debate showed how few
delegates were prepared (o
speak in favour of their pos-
tion. The NC reports on
Youth Unemployment and
the British Youth Council
—two major areas of their
work—were rejected.
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A section of delegates sup-
ported an ‘‘unaligned’’ slate,
which opportunistically

claimed to break the
‘‘sterile’” debate within
NOLS. That these people

were not serious about chang-
ing NOLS is shown by the
fact that at least half their
supporters—including the
handful of delegates suppor-
ting ‘““Workers’ Action”—
transferred their votes to the
‘Clause 4’ candidates, or
openly supported them when
one of their own candidates
was not standing.

Instead of building firm
links with the labour move-
ment, to organise a united
fight back against the Tories,
NOLS has been drawn into
the middle class environment
of the student movement.
The task now for ‘Militant’
supporters within NOLS is
not just to win NOLS back to
the programme of Marxism,
but to the labour movement
itself.

The enormous potential
for NOLS remains, despite
the present leadership, and
‘Militant’ supporters must
continue to build support and
new Labour Clubs, especially
in the FE colleges, if NOLS is
to be transformed into a
fighting organisation.

‘Support N.Ireland
Workers' Candidates

Three -Northern
Ireland Trades Coun-
cils have made history
by deciding to field
candidates in the for-

thcoming local
government elections
on 20 May.

Derry Trades Council (see
Militant, 3 April) have so far
selected six candidates.

Each of the five wards in
the city will have at least one
Trades Council candidate, so
that at last every voter will
have the choice of voting for
a representative of a workers’
organisation, as opposed to
the usual Orange or Green
Tories and bigots.

([ By Dennis
L Tourish

All the candidates are
leading trade union activists,
many with a record of activi-
ty in the movement stretching
back to the early 1960s. The
six include two of the Trades
Council officers, Cathy
Harkin of the National
Union of Public Employees
who is chairperson, and Bill
Webster from the General and
Municipal Workers Union,
who is the secretary.

In Antrim the local trades
council has set up an Antrim
Labour League, and this
body has selected one can-
didate who will be standing in

a large working-class area.
The candidate, Sean Gib-
bons, is a T&GWU shop
steward from one of the
largest factories in the An-
trim area.

Fermanagh Trades Council
is putting forward one can-
didate in the town of In-
iskillen under the banner of
Fermanagh Labour League.
He is Thomas Campbell, the
secretary of the Trades Coun-
cil and also a member of the
T&GWU.

At last the working class of
Northern Ireland are being
offered the beginnings of a
political alternative.

Both in Derry and in An-
trim a socialist programme
has been adopted and will

form the basis of the election
manifesto. The Antrim
Labour League has clearly
taken up the call for the
building of a trade-union bas-
ed labour party in Northern
Ireland.

In Fermanagh the pro-
gramme is still under con-
sideration.

These "“trades coun-
cils—particularly Derry, with
its courageous decision to
stand candidates under its
own banner in every area of
the city, from the
predominantly Catholic
Creggan and Bogside districts
to mainly protestant Water-
side area—have shown the
way forward.

In Northern Ireland there
is no Labour Party. The trade
union leaders for years have
declared themselves ‘‘non-
party political’”’ and have
allowed the bigots to
monopolise politics.

Now this monopoly has
been challenged. A first step
towards a class party to unite
and represent the working

class has been taken.

Like the first socialist ac-
tivists who, at the turn of the
century, fought for political
representation in Britain,
these trades councils,
especially Derry, are pioneers
of the labour movement.
Their pioneering work,
however, is being conducted
under the more difficult con-
ditions of sectarian violence.

They deserve every suport,
encouragement and
assistance from the British
labour movement. Financial
support, particularly to Derry
which is putting up the most
candidates, is required.

Messages of support and
donations should be sent to:

John Duffy, 6 Nicholson

Square, Derry.
S Marshal, ¢/o Inniskillen
Telephone Exchange, In-

iskillen, County Fermanagh.
Glenn Simpson, 9
Somerset Parade,
Rathanraw, Antrim (for the
Antrim Labour League).

Militant
Readers

Meetings

MANCHESTER
““Civil Service—for the full
claim”’. Speaker: Steve Ap-
pleton (CPSA Leeds).
Wednesday 22 April, 8.30
pm, Star and Garter, Fair-
field Street, Manchester.

@
LIVERPOOL

‘Which way forward for the
Labour Party?’ Speaker:
Terry Harrison (prospective
Parliamentary candidate,
Liverpool Edge Hill). 7.00
p.m. Thursday 23 April,
AUEW House. Furnival
Gate.

@
POOLE
Marxist Discussion Group,
Tuesday 28 April, 8.00 pm.
Subject: The Labour Party.
Speaker: Jill Hayes
(Southampton LP). Further
details, telephone
Parkstone 733989/732090.

SHEFFIELD

‘Which Way forward for
the Labour Party?’
Hear: Terry Harrison (pros-
pective parliamentary can-
didate, Liverpool Edge Hill)
7pm Thursday 23 April
AEU House, Furnival Gate,

Sheffield 1

EDINBURGH

Defeat the Tories. Socialist
Policies for Labour’. Spea-
kers: John Hepburn, Deputy
TGWU Convenor, Talbot,
Linwood. Ted Grant ‘Mili-
tant’. Wednesday 22nd Ap-
ril 7.30pm. Trade Union
Centre, Picardy Place, Edin-
burgh.

CHESTER-LE-STREET

‘Poland—the struggle for
a workers’ democracy’.
Speaker, Dave Cotterill.
Chester-Le-Street Labour
Club, Sunday 26th April
7:30pm. Further details
phone Wally Scott 0385-
887603

SOUTHERN
AREA SCHOOL

Sunday May 3 and Bank
Holiday Monday May 4.
Three speakers, social and
food. Hotel Bed and Break-
fast at Danville Hotel (on
sea front), Cliftonville, Mar-
gate. Only £7.50 (same as
last year). Please book early
as capacity limited. Write/
phone K Nicholson, 25
Grotto Road, Cliftonville,
Margate, Kent (0843
291293). Speakers: Ray
Apps ‘What is Marxism?’,
Dudley Edwards ‘1926 Gen-
eral Strike’. Debate—Mili-
tant versus Communist Par-
ty, ‘Perspectives for Britain’.
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Working class youth have
- suffered the brunt of Tory at-
tacks.

One million are out of
work. Half a million a year
are kept off the dole queue by
the forced cheap labour of
the Youth Opportunities Pro-
gramme. -

Hundreds of thousands
more are given a measly grant
for full time education in the
colleges. Yet one in five of
this year’s graduates will be
unemployed.

Many see no end to the
downward spiral of low pay,
no pay, overcrowded housing
and expensive recreation.
Drug-taking, alcoholism,
mysticism and petty crime are
on the increase.

The Ilabour movement,
however, has the strength to
eliminate these problems.
Youth must organise!

Young workers have
played an active part in many
of the labour movement’s
struggles. Apprentices waged
strikes against the poor con-
ditions and wages of the in-
denture system, which played
an important part in the
building of the LPYS.

For decades, however, the
movement was weakened by
the lack of an organised
youth wing.

Since 1929, when the first
national Labour League of
Youth conference was held,
the youth section has been a
radical force—and paid the
price. Purges, suspensions,
political bewilderment and
arbitrary rules designed to sti-
fle the voice of youth have
dogged our history.

But today’s Labour Party
Young Socialists have shown
what is possible if the Labour
Party and trade unions gave
the YS full and material en-
couragement.

LPYS members who at-
tended this year’s TUC
Youth Congress won the sup-

POLAND:

By Nick Toms
(Vice- Chairman,

LPYS National
Comimmittee)

port of 90% of delegates
when they called on the TUC
to introduce a two-day con-
ference, with individual
unions allowed to submit
resolutions; the election of
delegates and of a TUC
Youth Committee to lead
campaigns. Without these
measures trade union youth
are hamstrung in their efforts
to lead campaigns against the
special problems facing youth
at work.

This Easter sees our 20th
annual conference. After 21
years the LPYS is now begin-
ning to emerge as a force
among working class youth.

Eight thousand mainly
young workers filed into the
LPYS contingent on the
Labour ' Party’s November
29th march in Liverpool.
They demonstrated that
youth will rally to the banner
of socialism and the ideas of
Marxism.

Since that time they have
helped to swell the ranks of
the LPYS and push the YS to
record size. There are now
454 local branches. Up to 300
will be participating in this
LPYS conference making it
the biggest for fifteen years.

Since 1979, sales of the
LPYS paper, now called
‘Socialist Youth’, have
doubled and attendances at
the regional conferences are
up by 50 per cent.

This growth  has been
achieved by LPYS branches
taking up the day to day pro-
blems of working class youth
and showing in practice how

"We only
‘condemn
those who

distort socialism’

Youth must organise!

they link with the need for
socialism.

Branches in many areas
have been especially active in
many attempts to win major
concessions for the
unemployed. Cheap or free
access to council leisure
facilities and local cinemas,
unemployed day centres and
other gains have been won.

Campaigns against local
authority spending cuts and
pickets of bosses’ junkets
have exposed the hypocritical
Tory appeals for ‘sacrifice’.
‘Militant’ has covered all
these issues and been the
guiding light for the majority
of LPYS members over the
last ten years.

The ideas which have built
the LPYS are the ideas of
Marxism. We have shown
that Marxism, combined with
the fighting spirit of youth,
provides the programme and
strength to tackle our pro-
blems and build our organisa-
tion.

In contrast, organisations
which long ago rejected
Marxist ideas, such as the
Young Communist League,
have withered. The YCL now
claims just 500 members.

The response our ideas can
win was shown by the last
Labour Party youth TV
broadcast in 1980, which net-
ted a record 2,000 applicants
to join the Labour Party.

Unfortunately, however,
the LPYS is still having to
fight doggedly for proper
financial resources. last
year’s budget of £14,000 was

- overspent by £9,000: the YS

does not receive enough
money to meet its daily
needs, let alone campaign.

The Labour Party’s Na-
tional Executive must be
pressed to honour its agree-
ment to give the LPYS a
£50,000 budget.

The extreme right wing in
the Labour Party, when they

By Kevin Rémage

(LPYS National
Chairman)

attack the LPYS, do not dare

to admit that they have been
trying to strangle it for the
last ten years. Nor do they
mention their undemocratic
rule of the LPYS between
1966 and 1970.

Then the LPYS branches
could not even choose
delegates for the YS con-
ference — the Constituency
Labour Parties did
them. Roy Jenkins' deadly
touch shrivelled the YS con-
ference into a rump of 500
people and barely 100
delegates.

The situation is now vastly

different, with the Labour

Party and many unions mov-
ing left, and the LPYS is go-
ing from strength to strength.

The LPYS National Com-
mittee have drawn up a brief
15-point Youth Charter of
demands (based on the
Charter for Young Workers)
for inclusion in the next
Labour Party manifesto. The
task of the YS now is to
mount a nationwide cam-
paign on this Charter to get
backing from trade unions,
shop stewards’ committees,
Labour Parties, students’
unions and youth groups.

One of the Charter’s
demands is on the Youth Op-
portunities Programme.
Singling out this issue, the
National Committee are
pressing for a campaign for
trade union rates of pay, the
right to organise and the right
to  proper training for
YOPers.

Once again every YS
branch is called on to get
down to the young people in-
volved and to organisc agita-
tion alongside the various
trade unions.

‘Agitate, Educate and
Organise’ is still the main
slogan for Labour’s youth.
Agitate to show the need to
fight. Educate to lead the
fight. Organise to win it.

'The strike leader at

the ‘‘Paris Com-
mune’’ shipyard in
Gdyia was 21 years
old. He had been out
of work for four years
because of his fight
for independent

trade unions. )

Young Polish workers
have come to the fore,
channelling their anger,
confidence and energy into
militant action.

The magnificent move-
ment of the Polish workers
is living testimoney of their
determination to wipe out
privilege and corruption,
and shake the rotten bur-
eaucratic elite which cont-
rols the Polish state.

The LPYS National Com-
mittee document, “Poland
and Workers Democracy,”
opens with a statement
typical of the aspirations of
the workers: “We speak on

it for

ry

Part of the 8,000 strong LPYS contingent on the Labour Party de!

‘Militant’ supporter Lau-
rence Coates is standing

Lawrence Coa!

‘Militant’
and see the need for the

the ideas of

for the LPYS position on
the National Executive
Committee of the Labour
Party.

We urge all LPYS
branches who support

LPYS to cmapaign vig-
orously on a clear social-
ist programme, to vote
for Laurence Coates as
the LPYS representative
on the Labour Party

A

behalf of the 40,000 workers
of the Lenin steelworks....
Today our union has 7
million memebers who bel-
ieve that socialism is a
system of social justice. OQur
activity does not impair the
foundations of socialism in
our country. We have only
condemned those who have
distorted its basic tenets.”

This makes a mockery of
the lies and distortions of
Brehznev and other top
bureaucrats who label the
struggles as the work of
“counter-revolutionaries’.
This same lie was spread in
1956 in an attempt to justify
the crushing of the Hunga-
rain workers’ uprising.

The bureaucrats fear the
independent movement of
the workers. Their fears are
intensified by the slow down
or stagnation of all the East
European economies, and

the increasing unrest prov-
oked by shortages, queues
and inefficiency.

Poland has felt the chill
winds badly: output has
fallen by six per cent in two
years. Last year, agricul-
tural production declined by
twelve per cent, and electri-
city production fell by ten
per cent.

The switch of resources
from investment to consu-
mer production (an attempt
to quell the unrest) means
investment will fall from
28% of the national income
to 14% over the next three
years. This will lead to
further stagnation and eco-
nomic decline.

Yugoslavia, where infla-
tion is rocketing, is often
paraded as more ‘liberal®
and ‘decentralised’ than the
other Stalinist states. None-
theless, eleven people were
shot dead in recent riots
over the treatment of the
Albanian national minority,
and there have been dem-
onstrations of students ab-
out the quality of food.
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NEC.

Laurance is a member

of the Leicester South
LPYS, 22 years old, and
is on the district council

member of the LPYS -

since 1974, of the East
Midlands Regional Com-
mittee since 1978 and a
member of the National

of his union, the National committee of the LPYS
Union of Public Emple- for two years.
yees. He has been a .

y
Faced with their own irations. The weight of the

problems, the bureaucracies
fear nothing more than a
spreading of the Polish
workers’ struggle.

Behind the threats of
invasion by Russia and the
other Stalinist bureaucra-
cies, at present they appear
to have decided against
direct military intervention.
They still feel able to control
the situation and prevent
the overthrow of the Polish
regime.

They are exercising this
control by leaning on the
leaders of the trade union
‘Solidarity’. By a combina-
tion of intimidation and
‘reasonableness’ they. hope
to woo leaders such as Lech
Walesa, turning them into
policemen of the movement
they are supposed to repres-
ent.

The Catholic church is a
major influence, reflecting
its historical identification
with Polish nationalist asp-

Church hierachy has been
thrown behind demands for
‘calm’, as another prop for
the regime.

The dissidents, who won
the support of workers in
their organisational efforts to
defend militants and wor-
kers’ rights, have professed
on many occasions that they
do not seek the overthrow of
the regime. These attempts
to reassure the regime will
not, however, save them
from its full wrath if the
workers’ struggle loses
momentum.

As long as the ‘moderate’ -

wing of Solidarity appears

able to keep the situation _

under control, the Russian
bureaucracy will hold back
from an invasion. But new
provocations such as the
recent beating up of twenty
workers, which led to this
month’s General Strike
movement, could spark a
new explosion.

would have agreed pro-
spects were uncertain. Now,
after two years of Thatcher
government, young people

face certainty.

They have no
future — not on the
basis of capitalism.

Last year one in ten
manufacturing jobs were
blotted out, 7,000 firms went
bust and at one point the
jobless total was rising at the
rate of 100,000 a month. As
unemployment
hurtles towards an official
figure of three million, the
grisliest predictions of the last
few years are becoming fact.

The Tories and big
business justify their blitz on
the working class as ‘tough
medicine’ we have to swallow
if their system is to be cured.
But these youth people, who
point an accusing finger at
lazy workers’ are themselves
responsible for the crisis.

Last year investment in
manufacturing industry
dropped by ten per cent. That
trend is expected to continue
this year.

The bosses feel no inclina-
tion to invest more while pro-
fitablity is so low . At the
time of the last recession in
1975, for example, gross
trading profits were in real
terms more than three times
their present value.’

Unless the rate of profit in
manufacturing industry, cur-
rently two per cent, (after in-
terest and rent payments) is
jacked up to around ten per
cent, the bosses are unlikely
to even consider greater in
vestment. This has been made
plain by the bosses’ organisa-
tion, the Confederation of
British Industry, who de-
mand as a remedy the ramm-
ing down of workers living
standards.

Even by the bosses’ own
admission, we are to suf-
fer‘ten years of austerity’. By
1982 four out of five school
leavers will go straight onto
the dole.

One forecast, not disputed
by Thatcher’s ministers, sees
unemployment snowballing

By Lawrence Coates

(LPYS National
Committee)

to five million by 1990.

The LPYS National Com-
mittee Manifesto on
Unemployment and the
Capitalist crisis’,lays out the
socialist alternative to this
real-life horror story. It
points to the need for the
labour movement to launch a
counter-offensive, pressing

for bold socialist measures to -

break the bosses’ hold over
the economy.

Labour must expose the
196 directors who control the
two hundred giant companies
that in turn account for 85%
of production.

These individuals,
elected only by themselves,
have decisive- power over
the economy and the lives
of ordinary people.

Resolution 33 at the
LPYS conference ‘‘notes
with pleasure the decision
of the 1980 Labour Party
conference to campaign for
an aggressive socialist
economic policy,”” a policy
based on Tribune’s Alter-
native Economic Strategy.

No socialist would
disagree with the demands
of last year’s Labour Party
conference for far-reaching
reforms. But the question
remains: how are they to be
achieved? Sustained im-
provements are impossible
within the limits of crisis-hit
capitalism.

The resolution goes on to
demand ‘‘planned interna-
tional trade’’. What does
this mean? Either we fight
for a nationalised planned
economy, which would
mean a state monopoly of
foreign trade combined
with planning for produc-
tion, supply, wages, etc. Or
this is just a euphemism for
capitalist protectionism.

Import controls, with

L]

capitalism at society’s
helm would not. mean ra-
tional socialist planning. As
resolution 101 argues, ‘‘the
demand for restricting im-
ports is a nationalist rather
than' a socialist one.”

British industry is taking
a hammering at the hands
of its foreign rivals because
for years the Bosses have
failed to invest.

During the period
1970-74, for example, an-
aual investment in
manufacturing industry was
£450 per head of population
in West Germany, in France
£540, while in Britain it was
just £240. Workers in Bri-
tain use machinery on
average 35 years old.

Those who push the idea
of import controls envisage
the working class and the
capitalists rallying together
in a bid to save jobs. By
limiting imports, British
firms are to be given a
breathing space during
which—it is hoped—invest-
ment wiil be stepped up and
industry re-equipped.

If investment has been
minimal in the past, despite
the need to beat off
overseas competitors, what
chance is there that the huge
sums needed to re-vitalise
British industry will be in-
vested when the bosses en-
joy a protected home
market with no fear of more
efficient competitors?

In many cases they would
just seize the opportunity to
lift prices and rake in more
loot—at our expense.

While offering no answer
for working people,
the demand for import con-
trols is a dangerous blind
alley. It is a recipe for split-
ting the working class at
home and internationally,
siding them instead with
their capitalist exploiters.

Even some Tories back
this demand. They can see
the opportunity this pro-
vides for drumming up na-
tionalism and diverting at-
tention from the real cause
of unemployment—their
system.

Rather than masking the
issues at stake, Labour’s
youth must hammer home
the truth. Any solutions
that benefit the bosses must
be at our expense, and vice-
versa.
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NO FUTURE WITH
THATGHER

Five years ago most of us

This has slipped the at-
tention of those who sup-
port the Campaign Against
Youth Unemployment (see
resolutions 95 and 110).
CAYU?’s policies are an at-
tempt to solve the burning
problems of unemployment
within the shrinking con-
fines of capitalism.

This . body calls for
‘broad-based alliances’ not
as a complement but, it
seems, as a substitute for
class-based policies. They
enjoy the backing of the
young Liberals, the youth
wing of the Dbosses’
reserves—evidence enough
that they in no way threaten
the vital interests of big
business.

Resolution 33 also calls
for increased public spen-
ding to create more jobs, a
demand any socialist would
vote for with both hands.
But while the Marxists in
the LPYS shed no tears for
the rich businessmen who
stand to lose from any pro-
posed wealth tax, it has to
be understood that this
would lead to a further dip
in profitability leading to
less investment and even a
‘strike of capital’.

The alternatives are to tax
workers more heavily, fur-
ther screwing down living
standards, or to print more
money—money which is
not matched by increased
production.This would
pave the way for higher in-

flation, negating the
benefits of increased public
expenditure.

The only real way to pro-
vide the resources for more
homes, schools and better
services is by an enormous
increase in production
which is only possible if the
labour movement wrests
control of the major in-
dustrial concerns and banks
from the clutches of the
capitalist class.

The nationalisation of the
two hundred major com-
panies, banks and insurance
firms under democratic
workers’ control and
management, with compen-
sation paid only on the basis
of proven need, is essential
to enable a socialist plan of

production to be im-
plemented’’. (Resolution
26).

This is the only way for-
ward. A socialist plan of
production would facilitate
the use of science and
technology to the benefit of

working people, ending
unemployment once and
for all!

such an

Once begun,
outburst could lead towards
the overthrow of the bureau-

cracy.

To prevent this the bur-
eaucracy would play its last
card—invasion. Even then,
stability would not be guar-
enteed: an invasion would
undoubtedly lead to an
uprising, with large sections
of the Polish army fighting
beside the workers.

Walesa and others have
used the fear of an invasion
to hold the movement in
check. But it is their
nationalistic, reformist app-

" roach which would under-
- mine the basis for a class

appeal to Russian soldiers.

A leadership with an
understanding of the need
for a political revolution to
overthrow the bureaucracy,
and for the establishment of
aregime of healthy workers’
democracy, would have an
instant class appeal. Exp-
lained to the Russian and

East European soldiers in
internationalist terms, this
could shatter the armies of
intervention as effective
tools of Stalinism, and
spread the struggle for
workers’ democracy.

One thing above all is
clear—there is no ‘middle
road’ to achieving perman-
ent reforms. Despite the
hopes expressed by Wal-
esa—‘‘Freedom must be
gained step by step. Free-
dom is a food which must be
carefully administered when
people are too hungry for
1L .the present uneasy
co-exisltence cannot cont-
inue indefinitely.

The Polish regime has
made its aim clear: either to
absorv the independent un-
ions, or wait for the most
favourable opportunity to
smash them. But new
conflicts loom.

In 1980, personal income
rose by an estimated 209,
but while agricultural out-
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put declines, total foreign
debl charges will take a
massive 85% of exports.
New shortages, new queues,
and new conflicts between
the workers and the burea-
cracy will be inevitable.
The bureaucracy are ho-
ping to ‘ride out the storm’,
until the workers’ movement
begins to tire. Then they
will try to behead Solidarity
of its most militant leaders,
and incorporate it into the
official apparatus—as they
did with the workers’ coun-
cils established in the 1956
Polish uprising.
Undoubtedly, however,
sections of workers see this
looming catastrophe, and
are drawing political conc-
lussions from the struggles.

In the discussions and
meeiings, already some
must be concluding that

they need a thorough going
political revolution to com-
pletely overthrow the bur-
eaucracy.

It is the duty of the LPYS
and Marxists in Britain to
give every support to that

struggle. The Bridlington
LPYS resolution on the
document calls for: “the

LPYS NC to lead a cam-
paign inside the trade union
and labour movement to:
1. Establish links between
the British labour move-
ment and Poland’s Solidari-
ty; 2. Explain the true
nature of the recent
developments in Poland;
3. Give full support to the
independently organised
workers' movement in
Poland and the Soviet

Bloe.”
QOur message must be, as

the resolution declares: ““the
establishment of a true
socialist workers” democracy
will herald the downfall of
the Stalinist regimes in the
Soviet Bloc and that will
shine like a beacon to the
struggle of the working class
to overthrow their own
ruling class.”
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Ron Brown, Labour MP
for Edinburgh, Leith, was
last week (8 April)
‘““named’” by the speaker,
and subsequently suspend-
ed from the House.

This arose from Ron
Brown'’s accusation that the
Solicitor-General for
Scotland, Mr Nicholas Fair-
bairn, had been lying when
he answered a question put
by him on 11 February.

Ron Brown had asked

him to explain why the so--

called ‘‘Glasgow Two™’ had
been arrested, detained and
charged under the Official
Secrets Act for selling
newspapers in the street,
and then, after a protest
from Labour MPs and
other activists, convicted on
a charge of breach of the
peace.

On 11 February, the
Scottish Solicitor-General
had told the Commons
that, ‘“The two persons in
question were not charged
under Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act...they were ar-
rested under the Act.”

But the Procurator Fiscal
Deputy’s warrant (11
August 1980) addressed to
the Sheriff of Glasgow and
Strathkelving, authorising
searches and detention by
the police, says, ‘‘That
from information received
by the petitioner, it appears,
and he accordingly charges,
that (the ‘‘Glasgow Two™’)
did (...) solicit and invite
financial and other support
for a proscribed organis-
tion, namely the Irish
Republican Army; contrary
to the Prevention of Ter-
rorism (Temporary Provi-
sions) Act 1976, section 1
@ (b).”

On the day Ron Brown
was suspended, Fairbairn
declined to say how many
people selling newspapers in
Scotland had been charged
with ‘‘breach of the peace”’
during 1980, on the grounds

that the statistics ‘‘do not’

disclose the circumstances
of the offence.”

‘Militant’ in no way sup-
ports the policies or
methods of the Provisional
IRA. But clearly, as Ron
Brown says, ‘“‘This shows
how the authorities can use
the law to harass and in-
timidate anyone who op-
poses their policies.”’

Ron Brown was suspend-

ed for ‘‘gross discourtesy to -

the chair’’. Yet in replying
to him on 11 February,
Fairbairn said: ‘‘the hon.
Member (i.e. Ron Brown) is
sympathetic to a revolu-
tionary Communist group
elsewhere which is sym-
pathetic to the attitude of
the Russians.”’

But Ron Brown, Fair-
bairn said, ‘‘should have
better judgement than to
suggest...that there is pre-
judice on the part of the
prosecuting authorities in
Scotland against anyone of
any political party’’!

‘““So much for demo
cracy!”” was Ron Brown’s
comment as he left the
Chamber.

‘So much |

)

-

The result of the by-election in
Fermanagh and South Tyrone
can be summed up in one

phrase—there

native.

Over 30,000 people
voted for republican
hunger-striker Bob-
by Sands, while
29,000 voted for of-
ficial unionist,
Harry West.

In neither case do the
votes cast indicate mass
support for: the policies of
the contestants.

Catholics voted for Bobby
Sands not to endorse the
policies and tactics of the
Provisional IRA, but to
register their sympathy for
the prisoners’ protest ag-
ainst brutal conditions in
the H-Block of the Maze—
and because the only alter-
native, in any case, was the
Unionist, the local land-
owner, Harry West. Simil-
arly, the Protestants voted
for West, despite his perso-
nal unpopularity, because
his opponent was a convic-
ted member of the IRA.

The most accurate sum-
mary of the poll is that over

Cardiff
South East

Around the country, the
great ‘democrats’ of Lab-
our’s right wing are deter-
mined to destroy the spirit
of conference decisions on
mandatory Te-selecton.
Predictably, nowhere is
this more true than in
the now notorious Cardiff
South East Labour Party. In
their determination to se-
cure a ‘short list of one’,
namelv James Callaghan,
the right-wing dominated

General Management Com-
mittee (GMC) voted to

was no alter-
By Peter Hadden

30,000 people voted against
Harry West, while only
29,000 voted against Bobby
Sands.

Not does the result indi-
cate a dramatic rise in
support for sectarianism in
Northern Ireland. Recent
weeks have demonstrated
just the opposite.

Paisley’s attempt to drum
up support for his “Carson
Trail” have been a flop. The
hunger strike started by
Bobby Sands, subsequently
joined by three other pris-
oners, entirely failed todraw
the mass response aroused
by the pre-Christmas hun-
ger-strike.

This Wednesday (15 Ap-
ril), the National H-Block
Committees have called for
a ‘general strike’ in support
of the hunger strike. The
response to this call, which

. according to all indications

will be minimal, will give a
much better indication of

accept a time-table of just
five weeks, including Easter
and the local election peri-
od.

What is more, delegations
have been ruled ‘out of
order’ by the Regional
Officer of the Labour Party,
Hubert Morgan. The most
scandalous example 1s that
of Cardiff branch of the
Socialist Education Associ-
aton (SEA) which has had
delegates to the constituency
since 1976.

In January, the branch

Workers on Belfast demonstration in TUC/ICTU We

CLASS UNITY POLICIES
THE ONLY ANSWER

the feeling of working
people on the questions of
the Fermanagh poll.

Sectarian tension has
been on the wane in recent
months. Instead, there has
been the development of a
class movement and of
united class action by the
workers against the policies
of the Tories.

Most recently this was
shown on Saturday (11Ap-
ril), when thousands of
trade unionists marched at
various centres as part ot the
Trades Union Council/Irish
Congress of Trade Unions
Week of Action against
unemployment. A Belfast
march of some 3,000 was
one of the largest and livelies*
trade union demonstrations
seen in the city for many
years.

However, Bobby Sands’
victory has brought both the
issue of the hunger strike
and the danger of a
temporary escalation of sec-
tarianism to the fore.

The election has been
followed by ominous state-
ments from the lovalist
Ulster Defence Association
that it no longer considers
there to be any moderate
Catholics. The Provisional
IRA, on the other hand,
have threatened to put up
more prisoners in the local
govenment elections on 20

paid the level of affiliation
fees which it was asked to
pay in writing by Cardiff
City Labour Party. After the
delegations had been frozen
for re-selection, Hubert
Morgan disqualified the
SEA’s three delegates to the
Party because the City Party
had asked for the wrong
affiliation fees.

It will come as no surprise
to readers of this paper that
these three delegates are

‘Militant’ supporters! With
the backing of Cardiff City

k of Action, 11 April

May, a development which
would hinder the attempts
of trades councils to have
workers’ candidates elected,
by threatening to turn these
elections into sectarian
polls.

Sands has been elected
and the labour movement
must oppose the efforts of
the Tories and Unionists to
expel him from parliament,
efforts which seem to have
been dropped for the time
being.

If Sands was “unseated”
it could only give credibility
to the Provos, who would
probably put up another
prisoner in the subsequent
election.

The result would be a
further heightening of sect-
arianism. The real lessons of
his election victory is the
need for a Labour Party in
Northern Ireland. Only
when workers are given a
class alternative at the polls
will the business of voting
according to religion be
ended.

A settlement to the H-
Block dead-lock must also
be found. If the demands of
the Labour Party NEC for a
decent prison regime for all
prisoners, including those in
H-Block and Armagh, were
implemented this could pro-
vide a basis for theend of the
hunger strike.

Labour Party and the SEA
General Secretary, Graham
Lane, the
branch are appealing to
Labour’s National Executive
about the decision.

Just remember this story
whenever you hear the right

wing tell stories about ‘left-
wing manoeuvres.’

By Andrew Price

(Cardiff SEA
and 10 years a delegate
to Cardiff SE CLP)

Phc'e: Eamonn O’Dwyer (IFL)

These demands include a
call for the right of all
prisoners to wear their own
clothes and the right to
negotiate the choice of
prison work.

Support for such dem-
ands is not akin to support
for the Provisionals or for
the sectarian National H-
Block Committees, whose
activities are to be condem-
ned.

But while opposing these
sectarian organisations, the
labour movement cannot
ignore the repression ofethe
state forces both inside and
outside the prisons. The
methods which in the past
were solely reserved for the
workers of Northern Ireland
will in the future be used
against workers in Britain,
as the police intervention in
Brixton has shown.

The answer to both
repression and the sectar-
ianism must be a redoubled
campaign by the labour
movement in Northern Ire-
land and Britain for the
unity of the working class
around socialist policies.

The sectarian poll in
Fermanagh must be taken
as a spur to the trade unions
in Northern Ireland to build
a trade union based party of
labour now.

Cardiff SEA

Emergency

Demand for ‘Militant
International Review’
No. 21, Winter 1980-81
has—unfortunately for
new readers—completely
outstripped our supplies.
We appeal to readers to
return all unsold copies
as soon as possible.
Please post them to
‘Militant’ or hand them
over to your regular
‘Militant’ seller.
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Lever Bros. workers on general strike in Colombo last July

Photo: J McKitrick (Militant)
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Attack on workers continue-

The massive attacks
by the government
and bosses on the liv-
ing standards and
democratic rights of
Sri Lanka’s workers
has not slowed down.

Last July factory workers
and Staff at Lever Bros.
(Ceylon) Ltd., answered the
call of the Commercial and
Industrial Workers’ Union
(affiliated to the United
Federation of Labour) to
join the general strike as a
result of victimisation of
public sector trade union-
ists.

Government propaganda
and intimidation totally fai-
led as workers heroically
defied a government State of
Emergency.

As the general strike
weakened, however, a group
of Government supporters
among staff members atte-
mpted to strike break at
Levers with the assistance of
some government Ministers,
the Army and Police. This
attempt was foiled by the
leadership of the Union, but
after the return to work,
management used this same
disruptive group to umder-
mine the unity of factory
workers and staff by trying
to form a rival union
exclusively for the staff.

Again this manoeuvre was
beaten with factory workers

USSR/Apartheid Ltd?

Behind the backs of the
South African and Russian
workers the Stalinist burea-
ucracy in Russia has negot-
iated secrei deals with
leading South African capi-
talists. That was the conclu-
sive finding of the “Panor-
ama’ TV procgramme cof
April 6.

Amongst the contacts
‘Panorama’ listed between
the Russian buregucracy

By Oswin
Fernando

prominent in aiding their
staff brothers.

The management contin-
ued to encourage the disru-
ptive group among the staff
to form a rival union (the
Lever Brothers Independent
Staff Union.) They were
allowed to use the Company
address and telephone num-
ber on letterheads, hold
committee meetings in Co-
mpany premises in working
hours though it was not a
recognised union.

They even got permission
to hold their inaugural
meeting in Company prem-
ises publicised on the Com-
pany notice board. After
protests by the recognised
union Commercial and Ind-
ustrial Workers’ Union per-
mission was withdrawn and
the meeting cancelled.

Management were play-
ing for time to smash the
Branch of the Commercial
and Industrial Workers’
Union. Having previously
delayed °the negotiations,
the management acceded to
long standing union dem-
ands for an advance of two
thousand rupees. They add-
ed a proviso however, that
the Union had ceased to
represent the Staff, and

and the S. African Oppen-
heimer business empire we-
re: Visits by S. African
capitalists to USSR, by
Soviet trade officials to S.
Africa, to negotiate secret
coniracts te fix the world-
price of the valuable miner-
als that they both produce,
diamonds, platinum and
gold.

The S. African De Beers
company has a secret cont-

management could not neg-
otiate: with them on staff
matters.

This was not true as only

40% is needed in the Private .

Sector for recognition of a
union, a position accepted
even by the Employers’
Federation of which Lever
Bros. (Ceylonm) “Ltd., is a
member.

This announcement evo-
ked a spontaneous reaction
on the part of the factory
workers—a protest which
management subsequently
called an ‘unruly demonstr-
ation’.

Trying to behead
the union

As a result of the General
Strike all workers had been
placed om six months’
probation with effect from
1st August last year. On
30th January the last work-

ing day of the probation -

period, - forty six leaders
were served with letters of
discontinuance, alleging th-
at their conduct in that time
had been totally unsatisfac-
tory.

In fact there had not been
one complaint either written
or oral against any of these
forty six workers. Their
service with the Company
prior to the General Strike
ranged from two to thirty

ract to purchase most of the
gem diamonds that Russia
produces. Through chann-
els such as the London
merchant bank, Hambros,
the Russian bureaucracy
receives miliions of doilars a
year. ‘Panorama’ claims
that Soviet delegations have
secretly flown to De Beers
headquarters in Kimberley,
S. Africa, and entertained
Oppenheimer to meals in

years. Management aimed
to behead the Branch Un-
ion.

Four hundred other wor-
kers have also had their
period of probation extend-
ed by three months with
effect from 1st February.

Memories of the General
Strike were revived on the
morning of 20 January,
when the letters of discon-
tinuance were served. Police
were out in full force in the
neighbourhood of the fact-
ory and the-Branch Union
Office, housed in a building
owned by the Company.

With the police in attend-
ance the management called
for the keys of the Union
Office, but they were rem-
inded that the Branch
Union has enjoyed this
privilege since 1971 and the
withdrawal of the privilege
could only take place on an
agreement between both
parties. It is one of the gains
of past struggles.

Political
struggle

Unilever which seeks to
exhibit what they call the
‘Lever Family’ as the Private
Sector show piece in Sri
Lanka stood exposed in
their multinational naked-
ness. The centre for workers
unity set up by the United

London’s Connaught Hotel.

The two sides also meet
every year at the ‘Platinum
dinner’ in May at the Savoy
Hotel. Together Russia and
S. Africa produce 95% of
the world’s platinum and
have a number of meetings
to ensure that the price stays
as high as possible. Similar-
ly with gold; both the
Russian bureaucracy and
the Apartheid capitalists use
the same Swiss bank, Swiss
Bank Corporation in Zur-
ich, and the same lawyers,
ete.

Federation of Labour, the
Government Clerical Service
Union, the Local Govern-
ment Clerical Service Union
and the Government United
Federation of Labour has
launched a public campaign
for the reinstatement of the
victimised workers.

The Industrial Relations
Division of the Labour
Department has proposed to
the management that victi-
mised workers be taken
back with the period of pro-
bation extended by three
months, as in the case of the
other 400 workers. Even this
modesi proposal has been
rejected by the manage-
ment.

Confrontation
with ruling
class

A mass protest meeting
was held in the Colombo
North industrial area. Spe-
akers from the four organis-
ations of the New Centre
and the Students Federation
addressed the meeting.

The campaign has now to
be linked to a general
campaign against Govern-
mef@ attacks on jobs, living
standards and democratic
rights, as these events again
confirm the pclitical nature
of the challenge posed to our
workers. ’

A mass movement based
on democratic unity and led
by the working class is vital.
In our view the confronta-
tion between such a move-
ment and the ruling class is
inevitable in the near future.

The programme clearly
exposed the cynical hypocr-
isy of the Russian bureaucr-
ats; lasi November at the
same time as they were
welcoming to Moscow the
President of Mozambique,
whose country faces increa-
sing military raids from the
S. African military, through
‘the back door they ushered
in Gordon Waddell, one of
the top four men of the
Oppenheimer Empire, wh-
ich helps sustain the apart-
heid regime.
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AUSTRIA:
Stability —

for how long?

All over Europe the ruling
class are looking with horror
at the effects of the recess-
ion. A Financial Times
survey of the continent in
January could see - little
except growing unemploy-
ment, declining production,
falling industrial investment
and political instability.

This month the European
Commission announced th-
at industrial production
throughout the EEC had
slumped by 6% last year
from its 1979 figure. Man-
made fibres had fallen 12%,
motor manufacturing 5%
and metal industries assoc-
iated with that industry 6%.
Industrial production fell a
further 1% in January 1981
to keep up the bleak
picture.

One of the few regions of
Europe where the capitalist
analysts could see any hope
for themselves was Austria.
That country had suffered
only a comparatively small
increase in unemployment,
and was seemingly only
slightly ruffled by the capit-
alist recession.

But as Helmut Kepp of
the Awustrian YS [SIO]
writes in a letter from
Austria the years of the
‘economic miracle’ are gone
and the working class is
awakening.

A whole town was on its
feet. Ten thousand people in
the small Styrian steel town
of Judenburg marched thr-
ough the streets on 28
March protesting against
the planned sacking of
hundreds of workers at the
nationalised VEW steel wo-
rks.

While sirens hooted and
bells rang, all shops and
factories in the town closed
and their employees joined
the demonstration in solid-
arity.

All workers in Judenburg
believe that the dismissal of
VEW employees (VEW ha-
ve several plants) will be a
major catastrophe for the
region following on the
closure of mines in the
neighbouring area of Fohn-
sdorf.

The works council dem-
anded the resignation of
VEW general director Bayer
whom they blame for the
desperate situation. The
Austrian government still
want to dismiss even more
workers, about 1,000. The
American firm of con-
sultants Booz-Allen have
even suggested 4,000 redun-
dancies!

In this tense situation
Judenburg workers know
they have to rely on their
own strength. While the
Socialist Party (SPO) gover-
nment press for sackings,
‘ocal SPO branches support
the demands of the workers.

The 28 March demonstr-
ation was peaceful and
disciplined. But members of
the works council have
threatened ‘‘this was the
first demonstration and it
was quiet, but it could be
different, more radical if we
want it.”’

As the Mayor of Juden-
burg declared at the final
gathering “‘if we want our
town to exist we are
dependent on the VEW
works, and we’ll fight for it
to the last.”
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VIEWS? COMMENTS? EXPERIENCES?
CRITICISM? WRITE ABOUT THEM TO:

MILITANT, 1 Mentmore Terrace, London E8 3PN »

Female
miners

Dear Comrades

Comrade Davis in his
letter (Militant, 27 March)
quoted the statement of Joe
Gormley, taken from the
‘Daily Express’ “I bloody
well won’t have a woman
down a mine, so long as I'm
President.”

While comrade Drivers is
probably quite correct in
‘assessing ‘the political and
inferred male-chauvinist
stance of Joe Gormley, I
cannot help feeling that the
wrong conclusions have
been reached.

It is not a case of
‘preventing’ women from
working in the pits. While it
is absolutely necessary un-
der a capitalist system to
fight for every job threat-
ened by reactionary Tory
policies, including those in
the pits, as socialists we
should be considering future
energy policy under social-
ism.

We should look forward
to the implementation of a
system where the exploitat-
ion of solar energy, wind
and wave power, thermal
energy, etc, make it unnec-
essary to send men into the
bowels of the earth, risking
life and limb every shift,
grubbing for coal like rats.

We don’t send women
and children down mines
anymore as it was decided to
be socially abhorrent. Its
also some years since ponies
were sent into mines as this
was supposedly cruel, al-
though it was alright to
continue to send men down.

Under socialism we could
soon begin to fetch men out
of the pits and replace their
jobs with more gainful and
meaningful employment.

Only a socialist energy
programme, run by and for
the workers can possibly
achieve this and it is for
such a programme that
socialists in the NUM must
campaign.

Yours fraternally

Steve Ryder

EX-NUM

and Sheffield Park CLP

Import
controls—a
partial
solution?

Dear Comrades,

I was interested in the
article by Bob McKee [Mil-
itant, 20 March] on ‘Import
Controls are not the Ans-
wer’. 1 found myself in
general agreement with
what he was arguing—that
is, any wholesale protection
or tariff barriers against
foreign goods and in some
instances, foodstuffs, would
in general be injurious to the
British workers.

But what the article
suffers from as with much
that is normally in Militant,
is that it is excessively
theoretical and as such it
does not meet workers’
anxieties at the present
time.

Nor does it meet thor-
oughly all the arguments in
the documents of the

T&GWU and the TUC.

Disarmament and socialism
—reply to Rob Sewell |

Dear Militant,

As a committed socialist
and pacifist I was pro-
foundly disappointed at cer-
tain aspects of the article by
Rob Sewell [Militant 27
March]. He says that the
leadership of CND who
imply that the struggle for
peace must take procedence
over the fight for socialism
are completely misguided.

May I suggest it is he who
is misguided if he thinks we
should wait for socialism
before we disarm. However
he is right when he says the
two are indisgolubly linked,
for they are, if only by the
fact that we will never have
true socialism until we
disarm.

The ideals of universal
brotherhood can never be
achieved while those that

British Steel’s
logic

Dear Comrade

At the moment we are
involved in picketing the
Duport Steel works in
Llanelli in a fight to save the
works and our jobs. A friend
Mr Bill McLane from
Templeborough Re-rolling
mills informed me yesterday
that, “my gaffer needs 3,000
tonnes of low-carbon billets
from BSC.”

“Did you get what your
gaffer needed to meet his
order book commitments,
Bill,”” T enquired. ‘‘No
way,” he said. “We still
badly need supplies of low
carbon billets. So he’s got to
import them next week, he’s
having to order them from
Finland and Germany to
maintain that continuous
order.”

My reply to Bill’s answer
was unprintable. The steel
billets mentioned by Bill are
the same type and quality
that we had been producing
regularly—before closure.

They are not propesing a
wholesale eclipse of foreign
goods still less a general
tariff wall in spite of the
general agreement on tariffs
and trade and EEC mem-
bership requiring free move-
ment of both capital and
labour.

What Bob has to ask
himself is why does Mrs
Thatcher also oppose any
extension of import quotas
or restrictions? It is because
she would have the multi-
national companies scream-
ing blue-murder and there
would be foreign reciprocal
action maybe setting up a
chain reaction leading to an
accelerating rate of capital-
ist collapse.

The unions do not offer
selective import controls
[and some employers] as the
answer to British prayers. It
is put forward as a partial
short-term matter allied to
many of the demands in
Militant itself and the
socialist demands of the
labour movement as a
whole.

What Bob should do is sit
down and painstakingly

_ analyse the T&G document.

Then after that he could
try to put himself in my
shoes and tell me if I am
wrong in making represen-

Photo:MILITANT

are preaching it are killing
their fellow beings for
whatever cause. Are the
leaders of CND to turn away
people who genuinely abhor
the use of armed force
because they are not yet
converted to socialism?

How stupid can Rob
Sewell get? Militant articles
like this, plus a statement
made by a militant miners’
leader in Kent, who was
reported in a recent issue as
urging miners to take their
pit boots on the picket lines,
worry me.

Does it mean that Mili-
tant only condemns force
used by the capitalists? I
hope not.

Yours sincerely,

Ron Williams,

Walsall CND

Brownbhills Labour Party

I thought to myself later:
Templeborough is a mill
with a weekly capacity of
re-rolling 6,500 to 7,500
ingot tonnes. Are they alone

in being unable to buy from .

British Steel at a time when
we are told ‘‘lack of
demand” and ‘“‘over capac-
ity” is rife in the steel
industry in this country?

Shamefully, we have been
informed Templeborough is
just the tip of the iceberg.
Their fresh import applic-
ations only adds to the
increasing river of steel
entering this country during
Thatcher’s inspired depres-
sion.

Now that steel river will
rise and flood itself when the
recession has been and
gone. How many other re-
rollers, public or private, in
this country cannot be
supplied by home-produced
steel I cannot accurately

confirm.
Ray Palmer
Chairman of the ‘Preserve
Employment at Llanelli
Steel’ Committee

tations to the Trade Minis-
ter about the increase in TV
tubes from a third-world
country which had promised
not to send so many.

If he disagrees try telling
the workers in this country
who are affected by cheap-
labour manufactured pro-
ducts.

Yours,

Syd Bidwell MP

Ealing-Southall

Bosses’
Broadcasting
Corporation

Dear Militant

Being a socialist and
comparatively active in the
General and Municipal Wo-
rkers’ Union, I was partic-
ularly interested to read
Tony Gill’s letter (27th
March) which criticised B.
B.C.s Question Time prog-
ramme. My interest is due
to the fact that I was one of
the audience.

The programme most
certainly came across as yet
ancther piece of Tory prop-
aganda, especially due to
the questions asked, and the
inept performance of Lab-
our M.P. Stanley Orme.

“‘Impartial”” TV coverage of last April’s Bristol riots

All the questions asked on
the programme have to be
submitted for vetting either

by return post when you get -

the admission ticket or
handed in when you enter
the theatre on the night it is
recorded. The admission
tickets are allocated to

" different organisations, un-

ions, trades councils etc.
An interesting fact is that
I submitted a question
which concerned the Chan-
cellors’ policy of not index
linking to inflation the tax
allowances and by doing this
he was yet again hitting the
working class man the most.
It was agreed by the
powers that be, that I could
put this to the Chancellor,
but somehow Mr Day forgot
to ask me to put it to him.
I would agree with Tony

that the programme was
biased towards the Tories.
But this was not due to the
fact that all the audience
were pro-Tory (although
trade unionists etc weren’t
in the majority), or that I
and my colleagues hadn’t
tried to get the socialist -
message across but due
more to the fact that the
producers of the show are
merely puppets of the ruling
class.

Although the programme
is biased, I have watched it
fairly often and have been
disappointed not to see any
familiar faces (who are
involved with Militant and
better informed than I to
get the socialist message
across) on the programme.

Yours Comradely

E. J. Edwards

We don’t ask
for much...

Dear Comrades

A day at the races or just
taking kids for a swim? It
won't be long before both
are out of reach of ordinary

people.
Last Sunday we took our
two kids to the local

baths—we set off early as
they close at 12 o'clock.

Well, to kick off we stood
at the bus stop for 25 mins
which is no joke with a 5 and
a 2 yvear old. Services have
been reduced round here
and the mile journey now
costs 25 pence!

At the baths charges are
up to 65 pence per adult, we
have to pray no-one enquir-
es how old the eldest kid is!

The temperature has also

Are we all

‘offenders’?

Dear Comrades

The Government has finally
decided to do something
about the problems caused
by high unemployment am-
ong young people.

They are providing places
for nearly 400 additional
14-20 vear olds to receive
‘short sharp shock’ treat-
ment in detention centres,
while admitting that no
evidence as to the “‘success”
of this method will be
available until 1983,

This is apparently due to
the fact that they are still
obliged to provide education

been reduced 2 degrees but '

it’s still packed out (you
can’t swim a width and it’s a
bit crowded for the young
learners—but +they'll sur-
vive.)

But to crown it all the cafe
has been closed—this is a
real blow—in winter it is
essential to dry off and like
most kids half the fun for
mine is having a treat in the
cafe.

There’s no way our two
vear old is going to stand by
the vending machines in the
foyer.

Of course none of these
cuts are really painful as
Labour council would tell us
but all affect the quality of
life! I don’t think we ask for
muchl!...

Louise Birch
Selly Oak CLP

for the under 16s and those
implementing-the system see
this as the stumbling block
in that regime which other-
wise consists of manual
labour and military style
exercising and drilling.

They have therefore red-
uced ‘education’ to evening
study of basic subjects.

It would seem that the
Tories see all young people
as “‘offenders” since the life
their policies offer—basic
education followed by man-
ual labour or military serv-
ice—is the same for young
people outside as well as
inside these detention cent-
res.

Barbara Baker
Blaydon CLP

Don’t just
blame the
Tories

Dear Comrades

A leaflet was distributed
recently by Nottingham’s
Labour City Council. While
it correctly outlines the
effects of the scandalous
policies of the Tories, it
mentions not one word
about alternatives which
could be applied by a
Labour government comm-
itted to socialist policies.

In the leaflet, I'm told to
“put the blame where it
belongs—on the Tories."”
Yet doesn’t some guilt lie
with those on the right of the
Labour Party who refuse to
fight Tory policies, and
merely whine about them?

When I read that £1.27 a
week from the rent I pay
goes to pay interest charges

of the big banks and
financial institutions, my
response isn’'t merely to

“blame the Tories”’—it's to
call for the nationalisation
of those banks and institut-
ions under democratic wor-
kers’ control and manage-
ment, and the complete
cancellation of ail such
criminal interest charges.
And so with the whole set
of issues. No! to rent rises.
No! to cuts in house-build-
ing programmes. Let's not
just “blame’’ the Tories, but
show them where we stand!

Yours fraternally
Kevin Slattery
Nottingham West CLP
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* The Russian Reveolutien—Ted Grant

* Fascism in Germany—Jeremy Birch

* The Spanish Revolution—Ted Grant

* The Hungarian Revolution—Pat Wall

* Marxism & the Labour Party—Ted Grant
Cost: £8.00 per camper
Bookings to R Sewell,

99 Penderry Road, Penlan, Swansea
[Cheques payable to R Sewell]

- Any family interested in hiring a caravan for the

period please get in touch with Howell Bithell
[0792] 464013.

MAY DAY GREETINGS
IN MILITANT

We invite your trade union, Labour Party or LPYS branch,
shop stewards’ organisation or trades council to place in
‘Militant’ fraternal May Day greeetings to the labour and
trade union movement.

‘Militant’ is read by thousands of labour movement
activists in Britain and internationally. Unlike the capitalist
press we have no rich backers or big business advertisers.
We rely on individual workers and workers’ organisations
like your own to support our newspaper.

Send your greetings of solidarity with the labour
movement. Help build a paper that fights for socialism. The
closing date for copy is Tuesday 21 April.

RATES FOR GREETINGS: Semi-display: 3 column
centimetres (up to 15 words)—£3; 6 column centimetres (up
to 25 words)—£6; Display: one-sixteenth page—£10;
one-eighth page—£20; one-quarter page—£40.

Summer T-shirts. Colours—white, yellow, sky blue, dark
gree, navy and black. All with red motif. Round neck and
short sleeves.

Sizes—children’s: 24, 26, 28, 28 and 20 inch chest. £2.80
each. Adults’: small—32-24; medium—34-36; large—
38-40; extra large (no dark green)—42-44. £2.25 each. Both
costs include postage and packing. Please indicate colour,
and size preferred. ALL PROCEEDS TO THE FIGHTING
FUND:

Cheques and postal orders made out to R Harris. Send

orders with payment to: R Harris, 35 Westminster Court,

Blackburn, Lancashire BB1 1UR.
Allow up to twenty-eight days for delivery. .

Target for 11April£30,000 Targetforyear£120,000

THIS WEEK

PUT US

BACK

ON TARGET

Our readers have
responded magnifi-
cently to our appeal.
Nearly £3,800 has
come in this week, or
is in the post at time
of writing.

We’d like to thank every-
one who’s contributed, es-
pecially those who, for
reasons of space, we can’t
name.

From Eastern £170 inclu-
ded £15 M Holmes (Basil-
don CPSA), £16 from
Ipswich and £25 from

~Norwich supporters. East
Midlands readers raised
£365. Northamptonshire
supporters collected £63.
A Chesterfield meeting rais-
ed £13, J Jones (GMWU)
£2, G Freeman (Derby
NALGO, expenses £5) G
Ferris (Beeston LPYS) £3
and C Roe, an unemployed
comrade, £2. (Over £60 is
on the way from Mansfield
as well!)

Hants & IOW have collec-
ted £152. Thanks to R
Holmes (IOW LPYS), S&D
Pragrel (Southampton) and
J Johnson (Poole NUPE)
whose tenner is “in appreci-
ation of successful negoti-
ation by his steward, a
Militant supporter.” Hum-
berside’s line moved hardly
at all! Thanks to P&M
Tibbett for regular sums
ddded on this week. We feel
sure more will come in next
week!

East London supporters’
£370 included £55 from
meetings in Hackney and
Tower Hamlets, regular
donations from V Gillespie
(NUR) and C McAskill
(NALGO) amounting to
nearly £100, J&H Wobey
£7, A Clarke (Ilford LPYS)
£2 and £1s from D Barr
(East Ham), T Bulley
(NALGO) and D Phillips
(ASLEF) £2.50. .

NW London readers sent
in £143 this week, mainly
due to Brent’s Marxist Dis-
cussion Group (where we
benefitted by £89!), donat-
ions by Hillingdon Parks
and Schools workers £11.67,
A Cahill £5, K Cocklin £4,

By Steve
Cawley

and A Holme (Ruislip
LPYS) £3.

South London’s £248 in-
cluded over £70 expenses,
£7 collected at Erith &
Crayford LPYS, individual
sums from S Dunk (IRSF),
C Oughan (Greenwich LP),
B Kelly and L Levane, and
the ‘surplus’ on a Saturday
social.

Manchester & Lancs have
raised £75 extra, thanks
especially to members of
Blackburn LPYS, for £10.
60. £185 was Merseyside’s
total increase, mostly small
donations, such as the fiver
from T Cummings (Kirkby
LP) but also £12 from a
small raffle in Liverpool.

Northern’s line has reach-
ed £1,220, with £283 in this
week—a £100 donation
from a tax rebate from
Hartlepool, £64 from a
meeting at Northern LP
Conference, and £46 at a
Newcastle meeting. Thanks
also to Stockton readers P
McGee, J Malcolms and F
Cook, and Gateshead Fayre
proceeds. .

East Scotland supporters
sent £40, including a donat-
ion of £2.22 from Preston-
pans LPYS. (We have
divided the £3.50 from
Scottish LPYS Committee
members and £5 from
STUC Youth Committee
supporters between East
and West Scotland)

West Scotland put on-a
tremendous spurt of £500.
Thanks in particular to J
Fleming’s (E Kilbride) £200
donation from redundancy
money. Socialism is the only
guarantee of another job, so
it can’t come soon enough!
Thanks also to B Miller
(Glasgow) for £20, and a
Clydeside ASLEF member
for a tenner.

Southern collected £112
from a very successful
meeting at the Southern

£3,798

(£80), but also to G Cowley
(Rotherham) £10, Hudders-

Conference. On top came
socials in Bracknell and
Folkestone, 7 Brighton rea-
ders appeal sheet, and Kent
NUM member N Simpson
(£2).

South West supporters
have gone up a further £82
this week, with contribut-
ions from P Hammond
(Bristol, TU expenses), M
Adkins (Bath, translation
fee) and D Moss (Brixham
LP) amongst others.

Appeals at meetings in
Cardiff and Pontypridd
were responsible for £151
out of the £230 E Wales has
raised this week. Other
sources were a Cardiff curry
evening and B Davies (Pon-
typridd CLP). West Wales
had a successful meeting in
Swansea (reported in last
week’s paper) where the
collection netted £68 on top
of £10 from Lewis Merthyr
Lodge (NUM) sent via
Swansea supporters. Thanks
also for £1s from union
officers W Bevan (EETPU)
and N Davies (AUEW).

West Midlands readers
held a meeting in Birming-
ham which left us £55 better
off, and TGWU 5/909
Branch donated £20, M
Welsh (Solihull) £2 and
Coventry tax rebate £10. £19
came from Stafford suppor-
ters which with others,
made a total of £248.

Yorkshire added £267,

field readers £9 and D
Lawton (COHSE, York) £2
and many more. Others this
week included £10.50 raised
by a Bristol comrade at the
UCW Special Conference.
You've done a really
good job this week, more
has been raised than by the
end of th 13th week last

year—which included the
collection at LPYS Con-
ference Militant Readers’

Meeting! But our tasks are
all the more urgent this year
and our targets correspon-
dingly higher!

This week has graphically
shown the effect of the crisis
on working-class youth. We
must have the resources to
effectively put the Marxist
solution!

Readers going to the
LPYS conference will have
an ideal opportunity to
make a concrete contribut-
ion at the Militant Meeting.
Possibly in the discussion (if
you’re lucky!) but certainly
in the collection. Let’s start
the second quarter with a
record figure that takes our
chart well towards £30,000!

Like the East Kilbride
comrade who’s put his
redundancy money into our
funds, none of us have any
decent future while the
present system carries on!
Help us help you end it as

thanks mainly to Leeds  soon as possible!
BIFU member F Reilly
'
CLASSIFIED (continued)
LIVERPOOL

Labour movement debate:
‘Which Road to Socialism’
tony Mulhearn [Pres. Liver-
pool District LP] for ‘Mili-
tant’. Jim Mowatt [District
Officer, Merseyside TGWU]
for A.E,S.

Wednesday 29 April at
Central Hall, Renshaw St.
Liverpool [opp. Lewis’s] at

L

7.30pm.

AND NOW! Plunder Woman
carrier bags. Let Thatcher
carry the load for a change! A
great way of making money
for the fighting fund. Prices:
£2.00 for 12—minimum
order including postage and
packing. £10° for 75 etc.
Money with order please.
Bulk orders: prices on re-
quest. Contact: J Nicholson,
25 Grotto Road, Margate,
Kent. Tel: 291293. Please
allow 21 days for delivery.
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A strike by 83 members of
TASS, the white collar
engineering union, at the
Cannon and Stokes engineer-
ing firm in Leicester is now
entering its seventh week.
They had asked for a 12%
pay rise, but were offered
either nothing at all, or only
5% with strings. This includ-
ed clocking in and out, scrap-
ping of tea breaks, set
holidays and two redundan-
cies. They are picketing on a
24-hour basis, and held a sit-
in recently, but management
sent in heavies to eject them.

About a thousand workers
joined a demonstration
through Dunfermline recent-
ly in an anti-Tory demonstra-
tion organised by the Fife
Trade Union Action Com-
mittee. At the following rally,
a speaker from the Lee Jeans
occupation in Greenock,
where the workers are occu-
pying to save jobs, received a
standing ovation when she
said, ‘“They are not our jobs
to sell. We’'re staying in till
management talk jobs.”

A delegation from the San-
dinista Workers’ Federation
(CST) from Nicaragua will
hold a public meeting in
Newcastle on Wednesday, 22
April. The meeting, organis-
ed by the Nicaragua Solidari-
ty Campaign, will be held at
the Bridge Hotel, at the end

of the High Level Bridge, at -

7.30 pm.
®

The Findus strike in
Grimsby has now entered its
fourth week. One picket has
alleged a case of assault by
the canteen manager, and
the police are now in-
vestigating the incident. The
morale of the strikers is
higher than ever, but it must
be matched by the national
union officials, who are
dragging their feet in mak-
ing this dispute official.

®
Over 2,000 workers in
Glasgow District Council
Housing maintenance dep-
artment face the sack.

The Tories have slashed
the department budget from
£90 million to £40 million
for 1981-82, less £7 million
for “overspending” in 1980-
81.

At mass meeting through-
out the city workshops, the
5,000 workforce rejected the
redundancies. Workers un-
animously backed the shop
stewards’ recomendation for
a half day strike.

The department inclu-
ding the staff side will link
up with other council wor-
kers who face the sack, and
also tenants’ associations,
and march to the city
chambers.

The Labour Group hous-
ing committee will be asked
to sapport the campaign to
oppose the sackings—if they
will not support us then they
must make way for others
who will!

Workers also backed a
further half-day strike for
when the full Labour contr-
olled council meets, and a
levy was agreed for the
production of leaflets and
material.

FIRIVI STAND WILL
brief BEAT LT BOSSES

A mass meeting of London
Transport building workers
last week at Chiswick works
fully backed the action taken
to save jobs so far.

It was reported to
the members that the
threat of industrial
action, the overtime
ban and the picket-
ing campaign has led
to the employers
withdrawing their
original plan for 80
redundancies.

The new proposals
however are still not accep-
table. The London
Transport Executive are still
looking for 40 job losses by
offering early retirement,
with implications of redun-
dancies just before
Christmas. The decision of
the meeting is for proper
early retirement accom-
panied by a manning level
agreement and no redun-
dancy clause.

The mass meeting agreed
overwhelmingly to increase
the strike levy of 20p a man
to 50p—this being used for
the pickets on the sites
where the employers have
given work (o contractors.
Edgeware, Sidcup, and Vic-
toria Garages are now
blacked. As last week’s arti-
cle mentioned, .1 the past
the LT building workers
have been looked upon as
unorganised—in fact, the
mass meeting was held on
LT property—no doubt the

employers thought the
workers might begin to
back off.

But now the workers have

FBU—STOP VICTIMISATION s

Victimisation of
trade unionists is
becoming common-
place throughout the
country, but you
would be hard press-
ed to come across a
more ludicrous and
clear cut case than
that of Fireman

Roland Stevens.

Roland was dismissed
from his post at Blackpool
Central Fire Brigade for the
hideous crime of failing to
salute an officer!

There is nothing in the
rules that say officers should

ANSELLS

Talks between Allied
management and
T&G’s national of-
ficers proved abor-
tive last Tuesday.

All management are in-
terested in is breaking the
strength of the union by
closing down the brewery.
This is costing them, by
their own figures, £1 million
a week; the true figure is

seen their strength in the
victories which have already
taken place. The manage-
ment are now realising this

too. Their instruction to
make the men sign in and
out at their district offices
(see last week’s ‘Militant’)

be saluted, and the union
directive is that officers not
in full uniform should not
be saluted. This was the
case with Mr Stevens.
Originally a more serious
charge of neglected duty was
levelled against Mr Stevens,
but this was dropped be-
cause there was absolutely
no evidence to support it.
No warnings were given
(contrary to standard prac-
tice) and Mr Stevens was
dismissed instantly. But this
case of victimisation later

became clear when it was -

discovered that the authori-
ties had already decided to
sack him three weeks before
his actual hearing!

By Helen Bulaitis

(LTE Building
Department)

was smashed by the
workers’ firm stand—the
instruction was reversed

within 48 hours!

The building workers
have received resolutions of
support from the London
Labour Party, Leyton and

To finally confirm the
whole nature of this case, in
his formal letter of dismis-
sal, Mr Stevens was advised
that there was insufficient
evidence to arrive at a
decision now has to be
‘irrelevant.’ )

The local branch of the
FBU overwhelmingly deci-
ded to take immediate
industrial action to get their

brother reinstated. This -

decision now has to be
backed by the County
Brigade, who have yet to
make their final decision on
the issue. But it is impera-
tive that the lead given by
the Blackpool firemen re-
ceives 100% backing from

Below: LT building wor-
kers at the mass meeting
at the Chiswick works on
April 9.

Merton busworkers.

Send your donations and
messages of support to. C
Murphy (Senior Steward),
c¢/o LTE Building Depart-
ment, Parsons Green Lane,
London SW6.

the FBU.
This case is an indication
of the length that the

authorities will go to, to try
and impose discipline on
the trade union movement.
It must be seen as a warning
to the membership gener-
ally, and must be fought.
Messages of support to:
John Barcley, FBU Branch
Secretary, 83 McCauley Av.,
Blackpool.

By
Andy Williamson

(Blackpool LPYS)

BIFU

Conference

Members of the Banking,
Insurance and Finance
Union invelved in the cur-
rent pay dispute will be tak-
ing 24 hour strike action on
Wednesday 22 April.

The 8,000 members will
be striking in the West End
of London, West Midlands,
Avon and Merseyside. Ac-
tion is also planned at
Southend credit card centre
which could disrupt the
credit card system— Social
Demecrats beware!

BIFU will also ballot its
80,000 members in the
clearing banks for a further
24-hour strike and further
‘guerrilla’ action.

The mood of BIFU con-
ference held in Blackpool
this week was that union
members were mainly low
paid clerical workers, and
were no longer prepared to
be kicked around by the
bank employers.

The conference unan-
imously condemned the in-
timidatory tactics of the
employers. Reports were
given of management staff
accelerating through picket
lines.

Management in an at-
tempt to get around the ac-
tion, have been telling staff
to move vast sums of cash
in private cars. One bank
worker at Lloyds, Bristol,
was told to transfer £60,000
in cash in a private car! This
sort of thing was putting
BIFU members in danger of
being attacked during a rob-
bery.

The banks’ offer of 10%
was seen as an insult, par-
ticularly when the five big
clearing banks made a pro-
fit of £1,400 million in 1980,
or when the chairman of the
Nat West bank has just
awarded himself a 31% pay
rise, and all members of the
board of the Midland bank
are giving themselves a 50%
rise.

By John Bulaitis

¢1926 General Strike’
by Trotsky,
Ted Grant, Peter Taaffe.

Price 45p [including

- postage] from
World Books,

1 mentmere Terrace,

London E8 3PN

probably double that.

At the Romford brewery,
where pickets are being held
off pending the outcome of
the intervention of the T&G
national officers, Allied are
now pushing for redundan-
cies on that site.

There will be a branch
meeting this week for all
members with Aiex Kitson,
Deputy General Secretary,
speaking, in which the
members will be looking for
a bold lead to win this
dispute.

Last week, the Gibbs

brewery and wholesaler in
Salisbury was picketed. In
three days the owners sign-
ed an agreement not to
deliver any beer to com-
panies suspected of deliver-
ing in the West Midlands.
As a consequence of the
picket at Gibbs, the union
at the plant is now 100%!
As Brothers R Stratton
and A Spence put it, ““The
blokes there are on farming
money, £20 below the na-
tional agreement. Also the
workers there are expected
to do any job, and some are

working from 6 o’clock in
the morning until 7 pm at
night.

“The owner thinks he is
still in the 1920s, with the
workers calling him Mr
Peter (that’s his first name).
The pickets wish to thank
Labour Party members for
the accommodation and

hospitality provided during

their stay in Salisbury.
Marsdens, West Brom-
wich, and Clayton’s,
Oldbury are being covered
at the moment with plans to
send teams to other areas to

v

be temporarily suspended
awaiting the outcome at the
branch meeting.

However, with free trade
being lost and pubs com-
plaining, because Ansell’s
mild and bitter can’t be
replaced, an escalation of
the dispute is needed. The
jugular vein of Ansells
needs to be hit and the T&G
nationally should call for an
all-out strike of all Allied
plants until all the jobs at
Ansells are saved.
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CIVIL SERVICE UNIONS

'DETERMINED TO WIN

The strike action being taken
by the civil service unions is
having a major effect.

Despite the low key
stand of the govern-
ment the action is
biting.

The selective strikes at the
VAT compuler cente, Sou-
thend and the Inland Rev-
enue computer centres at
Shipley and Cumbernauld
have deprived the govern-
ment of £1 billion so far,
through stopping £200m
VAT and £500m PAYE,
National Insurance and in-
come tax per week. The
Tories financial strategy will
be increasingly dislocated by
the actions in these areas.

The: VAT and Inland
Revenue local offi:es appar-
ently no longer have active
records of who has or has
not paid their tax.

The longer the strike
continues in these areas the
more pressure will be on the
Tories to return to the
money market. This would
jack up interest rates which
would bring howls of protest
from indusiry. The pressure
would then be on Thatcher
to negotiale and settle the
dispute.

The situation at the naval

NUT must lead fighthack

Immeasurable dam-
age has been done to
the education service
by this Tory govern-
ment. '

Shortly after the damning
report on the cuts published
by HM Inspectors, the
government announced a
further major cutback, in-
cluding the axeing of 43,000
teaching posts by 1984.

Teachers, parents and the
labour movement are look-
ing to the NUT for a lead in
the struggle against these
attacks.

Not for nothing has the
* respectable educational

press been urging caution
on the teaching unions. In
area after area, opposition
to education cuts has been
taken by the parents and
other trade unionists, and
“unprecedented demonstrat-
ions of support have been
held.

The leadership of the
NUT have until now been
timid and cautious, failing
to understand the flow of
anger experienced by teach-
ers and parents.

This must be lead and
channelled into challenging
this government’s ‘right’ to
damage schools and colleg-
es.
There is a clear need for a
national campaign. Local
campaigns have taken place,
but the cuts must be
attacked by a nationwide
campaign. NUT conference
should adopt the demand
~ for national strike action

By Kevin Roddy

(CPSA, DHSS
Washington Child
benefit office,
Broad Left Presidential
Candidate)

dockyards, in particular the
Clyde marine base (see back
page), are having a real
effect on the navy’s operat-
ions. The Tories want to
crush the strike, by using
military personnel.

But they know this will
cause anger and resentmen
throughout the civil service
and within the labour
movemen! generally. Al-
ready messageés have come
from unions such as the
Transport & General in
Scotland, pledging support
10 the strikers if the military
are brought in to try and
smash the strike.

The government, with the
help of the Tory press, say
they will ‘sit it out.’
However, they are obviously
perplexed about what to do
next.

Sensing this and deter-

mined to twist .the screw
even further, a number of
demands are being raised by
union members throughout
the country.

The results of the ballots
conducted by two of the civil
service unions, the CPSA
and the IPCS, among their
air traffic controller mem-
bers in the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) will be
known just after Easter.
This action would effectvely
close a group of airports
everyday.

With assoctated instruc-
tions not to handle diverted
raffic, this would effectively
mean the closure of Britain’s
main airports for the five
week period this particular
programme is intended to
cover.

Action by CAA employees
would give a real boost to
the strike and bring the
government under further
pressure from the airlines,
and industry cannot allow it
to be closed for any length of
lime.

With 50,000 of the CPSA
membership working in the
Department of Health and
Social Security and another
30,000 in the Department of
Employment—nearly half of
the CPSA’s civil service
membershp—there is a
arowing demand trom mem-

vers in these departments Lo

get more involved in the
strike.

Increasing pressure is
coming from members (o
bring out the DHSS and DE
computer centres at the
Child Benefit Offices at
Washington,  Livingstone,
Newcastle and Reading.

The effect of this if
nothing were done by the
unions to protect pension-
ers, the sick, the unemploy-
ed, would be to stop the
payment of pensions and
benefits. The unions have
correctly stated however,
that the shut down of these
computers should be linked
1o the introduction of emer-

gency services in local
offices.
This would fulfil the

responsibility of civil ser-

vice workers to the poor, the -

sick and the unemployed,
whlist at the same time,
causing havoc to the runing
of the DHSS and DE
departments and putling
further massive pressure on
the gevernment.

It is wvital that mass
meetings are held in DHSS
and DE local offices, add-
ressed by senior union
officials to thoroughly exp-
lain the need for the action

and so on.
This needs 1o be followed
up by massive publicity

throughout the trade unions

Parents, students and trade unionists joined teachers in a lobby of Birmingham council on 7 April

against enforced redundan-
cies. This must be the
union’s sticking point.
Major action by the NUT
must be in co-ordination
with other local authority
unions and support from
parents must be organised.
The ridiculous attempt to
discipline NUT officers in
Lambeth for taking action
together with other local
authority workers must be

thrown out by conference.

In 1918 the TUC called
for class sizes of 30; this is
yet to be achieved! Yet the
government continues to cut
back on the number of
teachers.

Class sizes are a crucial
factor in educatonal success.
The fight for teachers’ jobs
links with the fight for
reduced class size, and
therefore with the educat-

ional opportunity of the
children we teach.

However, if the union is to
be steeled ready for this
struggle, a clear policy on
salaries is crucial. The days
of easy promotion (which
made poor basic salaries
bearable) have gone.

A decent rate for the job
of classroom teaching is
essential. The new salary
structure should seek to

and labour movement, to
assure workers that benefits
and pensions to the most
vulnerable sections of the
community will be paid by
the unions’ emergency ser-
vices. )

If all this is done, it will
effectively counter the hys-
terical onslaughts the Tories
will inevitably spout through
the media. Every twist and
dirty trick will be tried on by
the Tories to try and
undermine the resolve of the
civil seryice unions involved,
and divide worker from
worker.

The correct preparation
by the unions will render
this absolutely harmless,
and will in fact highlight the
role of the Tories and their
friends in the media during
disputes, in the eyes of
workers generally.

The demand for a march
and lobby of parliamen:
should be supported, as
well as a two day national
sirike, now being proposed
by members throughout the
country.

This action must be pro-
ceeded by thorough prepar-
etory action by the leader-
ship so that the civil service
unions move forward tog-
ether as a unified body.

This would show the
erowing support for this
sirike and the civil servants

By Felicity Dowling
(NUT)

unify teachers and lessen the
enormous differentials at
present. All teachers must
benefit from -the new pay
structure.

Never before have the
challanges facing NUT
conference been as great.
But without resolute action
being planned and accepted
at conference, the situation
next year will be even more
grim.

determination to win the
campaign. It would also lift
the morale of those mem-
bers on selective strikes.

The growing amount of
money coming in from the
levy the unions are collecting
shows the mood of those
members not involved with
selective strikes. This mood
should be captured and
linked to national action.

If these demands are
raken up and implemented
afier the Easter break, then
the next stage of the
campaign would start off
with a real impact on the

government, on industry
and on the civil service
itself.

[t would tell the Tories
and big business that the
civil servants are not the
‘easy option’ Thatcher first
thought, but a group of
workers determined to de-
tend their pay agreements
and living standards.

Lee

Jeans

Ten weeks after occupying
their factory the workers at
Lee jeans are more deter-
mined than ever to resist
redundancies.

In a recent secret ballot of
the 240 strong workforce,
only four veted in faveur of
negotiating better redun-
dancy terms! Kathleen Kin-
sella and Mary Bryce,
members of the occupation
committee, told ‘Militant’:
“The workers in here aren’t
going to be bought off.

“There’s millions of pou-
nds worth of machinery and
maferials in this factory and
its going to stay here until
every job is secure—no
matter how long it takes.”

The girls laid the blame
for the crisis facing the
industry squarely on the
shoulders of the bosses.

‘“‘Anybody who still bel-
ieves the myth that high
wages cause redundancies
should have a look at the
wage packets in here—£49
is the basic wage of most of
the women."”

They identified lack of
investment and manage-
ment inefficiency as being
major factors contributing
to the decline of the textile
industry generally, with Lee
Jeans being no exception.

A huge tidal wave of
support has been flooding
in; every shipyard worker on
the Clyde is paying a weekly
levy of S0p. -

In the engineering factor-
ies weekly collections have
been organised, and hund-
reds of individual donations
are being received every
week.

Donations and messages
of support to Ellen Mona-
ghan, Lee Jeans Occupa-
tion, 55 Cambridge Road,
Greenock, Inverclyde.

BY ALAN McCOOMBES
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Strikers at Longbenton, Newcastle on 9 March. Involvement of civil service workers
is even higher now. For other civil service reports—see page 15

Q°

Strike-breaking by the Navy

—on the orders of Thatcher
—has only strengthened the
resolve of the civil servants to
step up the action on their
pay campaign.

The Navy moved
in on Tuesday to
work on a Polaris
Submarine at the
Faslane site, work
normally done by
civil service union
members now on
selective strike ac-
tion.

In response,
million civil servants
throughout the country
walked out. Many did not
wait for the formal union
instructions.

The civil servants struck
for the day, and the
campaign of industrial act-
ion in defence of pay
agreements, will be escalat-
ed. Department of Employ-
ment and DHSS workers
will not probably join in the
campaign of industrial act-
ion [see page 15].

Bill Boyle, a Council of
Civil Service Unions repre-
sentative at the strike head-
quarters in Glasgow, said:
“There has been a massive
response in every area to
counter the government’s
attempt to break the strike.
The number of union mem-
bers taking action is prob-
ably higher than those who
joined the imitial ome-day
_strike on 9 March. There is
an incredible feeling of
determination by civil ser-

half a

By Peter
Shilton

(CPSA) and ‘Militant’
reporters

vants that they will not be
broken by whatever tactics
the government try to use.”

In the West of Scotland
itself, the action by the
government was greeted
with DHSS and Inland
Revenue Offices, the Cour-
ts, Ministry of Defence sites,
and the Met Office closing
down as civil service wunion
members walked out.

" But the Tories are not
only using the armed forces
to try and undermine the
strike action.

In Edinburgh, three uni-
on members have been
cautioned by police under
the ‘Conspiracy’ law of
1856! Two of the three were
stopped by police when they
followed scabls who were
attempting to break the
strike by using Post Office
boxes to colleet PAYE
meonies. They wanted to
discover the centre used for
this operation so that it
could be picketed by the
civil service unions.

The third, a full-time
official in Cumbernauld,
has also been warned by

police under this outdated
law. The authorities are
considering prosecution.

Similarly in Shipley,
Yorkshire, a senior repre-
sentative of the ~ Inland
Revenue Staff Federation
told ‘Militant’ that the
police had threatened their
members with the ‘conspir-
acy’ law, and stopped them
followed scabs who were
delivering mail.

The scabs concerned are
from local pubs and paid
£100 a day to deliver mail! -

The civil service employ-
ers and the government are
trying to use suspension as a
way of escalating the strike,
in an attempt to soak up our
financial and physical re-
sources. This was demon-
strated quite clearly on
Thursday |9 April] when, in
Manchester, 1,000 suspen-
sion notices were issued in

one of the IRSF tax offices.

A demonstration was
immediately called, and
1,000 members responded!
During the march and IRSF
member was arrested. In
reaction to this, a mass
demonstration was called in
Stockport on Monday. Some
2.000 joined the march in a
magnificent display showing
the civil servants will noet be
intimidated by the police or
the employers.

In the Manchester, Long-
sight, DHSS office last week
members worked strictly to
grade and blacked certain
areas of work. Suspension
notices were issued, but the
members were brought out
on selective strike action
before the notices could take
effect!

Striking members of the
Inland Revenue Staffs Fed-
eration were angered when
they were told at a mass
rally at the Trades Hall in

Shipley how ‘The Times'
and the ‘Now!’ magazine
had stopped reports going
into their journals which
were sympathetic to the civil
servants.

‘The Times’ journalists
had reported back to the
paper that civil servants
were 11%—13% below the
average industrial wage ac-
cording to a comparability
study. This was suppressed
by the editor. Instead, an
editorial attacked the strik-
ers.
Throughout the cam-
paign, the bosses’ media has
tried to wundermine the
action by printing horror
stories of how the dispute
will affect working people.

One example was the
publicity given to Thatcher’s
ridiculous outburst over the
action at the Clyde submar-
ine base. Civil servants, she
ranted, were putting ‘per-
sonal gains before the safety
of the realm.’

Yet they are deliberately
concealing the complete
disruption of the govern-
ment’s financial and mon-
etary policies by the civil
servants’ action.

You have to delve into the
pages of the serious journals
of big business, like the
‘Financial Times’, to get a
real picture of the enormous
pressure the government is
now under.

The dispute is now enter-
ing a crucial stage, with the
government, desperate to
collect in their revenue,
prepared to take almost any
action against the civil
service unions. The unions
must be prepared to meet
this challenge, with a well-
disciplined escalation of
action, meeting the govern-
ment’s strike breaking at-
tempts blow for blow.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

in power there will be
more and more
trouble,’”’ was one
typical comment.

‘‘Since that woman
has been in,”’ said hair-
dresser whose shop was
smashed up, ‘‘it’s been
cut, cut, cut!”

“‘I hope they smash up
my house too!”’ said one
woman (white). ““Then I
might get re-housed at
last!”’ Rioting and burn-
ing will not solve the pro-
blems, but years of decay
and neglect have produc-
ed despair.

Between 1,500 and
1,800 of Lambeth’s
13,000 jobless are under
20 and have never had a
job. About half of Brix-
ton’s jobless are black.

Is it any wonder that
there is frustration and
anger? Is it any wonder
that some of the youth
are pushed into crime?

But who are the real
criminals? Responsibility
for the explosion of
anger lies firmly on the
shoulders of big
business, the banks, the
landlords, the property
developers—and. all the
other parasites whose
profits come before the
needs of working people.

Above all, respon-
sibility - lies with the
Tories, whose attempts
to rescue big business
profits have quadrupled
unemployment among
Lambeth black youth in
the last year.

Not surprisingly,
Thatcher has tried to
deflect the blame from
Tories and their big-
business backers.

Unemployment is not
the cause, she says. So
what is the cause, Mrs
Thatcher?

Tory cuts have had a
devastating effect on
already atrocious hous-

ing. They have slashed
vital social services and
cut unemployment and
social security benefits.

An enquiry under a
single top judge, Lord
Scarman, will solve .
nothing. Everyone
knows what caused the
problems. What is need-
ed are solutions!

The labour movement
must initiate its own en-
quiry to provide a laun-
ching pad for a cam-
paign to change the con-
ditions which produce
the crisis.

Even before Scarman
has begun his enquiry,
however, Thatcher,
Whitelaw and other
Tories are already saying
‘“You can’t buy solu-
tions.”” They have made
it clear that they have no
intention of injecting the
massive resources needed
to improve the area.

The Tories are
bankrupt. They have no
solutions.

Instead, the Tory reac-
tionaries are calling for
an even heavier clamp
down on ‘‘law and
order’’.

But it was the police’s
so-called ‘‘Operation
Swamp’’ which built up
the tension which led to
the explosion. Despite
denials by police chiefs
at the weekend, it is now
come out that they
‘“‘swamped’’ the Brixton
area in the previous week
or so with dozens of ex-
tra policemen and detec-
tives.

The police army of oc-
cupation must be
withdrawn not stepped
up! .
We must fight for
socialist policies to solve
the real problems!

We must fight to bring
down this reactionary
government!
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